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FISCAL YEAR 2009 HIGHLIGHTS 
Indiana successfully completed its sixth consecutive year (2004-2009) of lower traffic fatalities, 

leading to the fewest number of fatalities in the state since 1925.  Over the past six years this 

translates to a 28 percent drop in the number of fatalities.  Although it is difficult to ascertain 

whether one traffic safety program, continued improvements in legislation or automobile and 

road safety improvements can be credited for a reduction in crashes, injuries or fatalities, some 

inferences can be made based on crash data and research.   

Some highlights and interesting facts from 2009 include: 

 16 percent reduction in fatalities over 2008 and a 33 percent reduction in fatalities 

over the last ten years 

 Although public opinion may attribute the reduction in fatalities to the economy, 

Hoosiers drove the same number of miles in 2009 as 2008  

 NHTSA funding distributed by the Traffic Safety division resulted in 8,975 DUI related 

citations, 113,497 seat belt citations, 100,213 speeding citations and 2,228 child 

restraint citations from October 1, 2008 to September 30, 2009 

 Record 92.6 percent seat belt usage rate in 2009 

 Record number of agencies and officers conducted sustained year-round traffic 

enforcement through traffic safety programs funded though ICJI 

 The number of permanent fitting stations across Indiana used to increase the proper 

use of child restraint devices increased from 111 in FY 2008 to 121 in FY 2009 

 The number of child passenger restraint vouchers given out at traffic stops increased 

15 percent and the number redeemed increased 50 percent over FY 2008 

 Young driver fatalities have fallen 14 percent from 2007 to 2009 

 The Traffic Safety division was awarded a $20,000 grant from Ford Driving Skills for 

Life program which allowed Indiana to host three events for nearly 250 young drivers 

 Conducted  267 sobriety checkpoints in FY 2009, twice the amount from FY 2008 

 Over 13,380 crash reconstruction training hours completed by officers in the state 

 Motorcycle fatalities are down for the first time in seven years. A 14 percent,  

reduction from 2008 to 2009  

 The number of crash reports submitted into the crash repository within five days from 

FY 2008 to FY 2009 increased from 79 to 84 percent  
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INTRODUCTION 
The Traffic Safety division (TSD) of the Indiana Criminal Justice Institute (ICJI) manages federal 

funds that are allocated throughout Indiana to support programs designed to fulfill its mission “To 

reduce death, injury, property damage and economic cost associated with traffic crashes on 

Indiana’s roadways.”  With the Fiscal Year (FY) 2009 plan to place our greatest resources toward 

our greatest problems, the TSD focuses on data-driven decision making for developing programs 

to fulfill our mission.    

The ICJI’s TSD consists of a Division Director who coordinates the efforts of the support staff 

including an Impaired Driving and Motorcycle Safety Program Manager, Traffic Records 

Coordinator, Traffic Safety Research Associate, Traffic Services Program Manager, Program and 

Law Enforcement Liaison Supervisor and seven Law Enforcement Liaisons located regionally 

across Indiana.  The TSD maintains a close working relationship with the Research, Finance and 

Communication Divisions within ICJI.  The TSD also utilizes the resources and expertise of the 

Center for Criminal Justice Research within the Indiana University-Purdue University of 

Indianapolis’ School of Public and Environmental Affairs (Center), the Center for Roadway Safety 

(CRS) located at Purdue University, the Governor’s Council on Impaired and Dangerous Driving 

(Council), and the Traffic Records Coordinating Committee (TRCC).  

The TSD promotes traffic safety initiatives on state and local roadways through the creation of a 

comprehensive Highway Safety Plan (HSP). The HSP describes the projects and activities planned 

to help reach national and state traffic safety goals in areas identified for priority programs.  

The Annual Report (AR) is an account of the previous fiscal year’s activities and accomplishments 

in response to the goals set forth in the HSP.  The performance plan will explain how we 

evaluated whether the goals were reached.  Each program report section will tell the goals and 

accomplishments, project details, media activities and evaluation (where applicable) for each 

program area.  This is followed by sections on program funding, FY 2009 extras, and finally the 

fiscal and legislative summaries.  It is the goal of the TSD that this document not only illustrate the 

activities of FY 2009 to those outside ICJI, but also that we utilize this document internally as a 

tool for reflection and help to stimulate ideas and improvements that can be made in FY 2010 

and later years.          
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PERFORMANCE PLAN 
Consistent review and analysis of relevant traffic safety data was used to guide the decision 

making process in program areas in FY 2009.  Priority was given to the areas that would have 

the greatest possible impact in reducing the number of lives lost and injuries sustained on Indiana 

roadways.     

The TSD identified the six data-driven target areas for focus in FY 2009.  Previous rates were 

established for the following in the FY 2009 HSP: 

 Total number of fatalities 

 Seat belt usage 

 Young drivers 

 Impaired driving  

 Motorcycle safety 

 Dangerous driving (speed and traffic violation control) 

The primary sources of data that were used in problem identification for FY 2009 include the 

Fatality Analysis Reporting System (FARS), driver and vehicle reports maintained by the Bureau 

of Motor Vehicles (BMV), and the Indiana State Police (ISP) Automated Reporting Information 

Exchange System (ARIES).  Data from these sources were continuously monitored throughout the 

year by TSD staff and adjustments were made if deemed necessary.   

With the TSD’s continued partnership with the Center, the number and the detail of the 

performance measures continues to increase.  Members of the TSD continue to work with 

representatives of the Council on performance measures which are appropriate for the state and 

the initiatives that work simultaneously with TSD programs.  The Council is comprised of 

representatives from several traffic safety partners including the Center, Indiana Department of 

Transportation (INDOT), Indiana University Medical Center – Department of Toxicology, Riley 

Hospital for Children, National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), State Farm 

Insurance, and local police departments.  In addition to members of the TSD and the Council, 

other stakeholders involved in setting performance goals for FY 2009 included members of the 

Traffic Records Coordinating Committee (TRCC), and the State’s Law Enforcement Liaisons (LELs).  

The TSD continues to re-evaluate goals and examine trends and successes over the last five years 

for determining short term and long term goals for each priority area.   
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PROGRAM REPORTS 
The TSD programs are divided into five program areas, each of which had goals for FY 2009.  

The upcoming sections on program reports will be separated by program area.  Within the 

section, each program area’s goals and accomplishments, project details, media support and 

evaluation will be explained in detail. Although the programs address different areas of traffic 

safety, they share a common mission and set two common goals for FY 2009.  

GOALS & ACHIEVEMENTS 

2009 GOAL RESULT ACHIEVED 

Reduce the number of traffic fatalities from 898 in 
2007 to 879 in 2009 

684 fatalities in 
2009  

Reduce the rate of fatalities per 100,000 from 
14.1 in 2007 to 13.9 in 2009 

12.8 fatalities per 
100,000 in 2008  

 

The TSD’s goal to reduce fatalities has been achieved with great success.  As of December 30, 

2009, there were 684 fatalities during 2009.  This is the lowest number of traffic related deaths 

since 1925.  This is the sixth consecutive year of reductions in traffic fatalities.  Since 1999, 

Indiana has reduced traffic fatalities on the roadways by one-third (see Graph A).  

The rate of fatalities per 100,000 population fell to 12.8 during 2008; this surpassed the goal 

for 2009.  Although 2009 figures are not yet available, given the significant reduction in total 

fatalities, Indiana expects to achieve the 2009 goal and the 2011 goal to reduce fatalities to 

13.3 per 100,000 population.  
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Graph A 

 

Source: Fatality Analysis Reporting System (FARS). Submitted by the Indiana State Police to the National Highway Traffic Safety 

Administration.  

* 2009 FARS numbers are accurate as of December 30, 2009 and are subject to change. 

 

The programs’ common mission, to reduce traffic fatalities, is possible because of the federal 

funding used in the overtime enforcement efforts. During year-long and special overtime 

enforcement periods, law enforcement officers take to the streets and their accomplishments in 

issuing citations and making arrests are recorded by the TSD. 

 

CITATIONS & ARRESTS DURING GRANT FUNDED ENFORCEMENT ACTIVITIES, FY 2009 

CITATIONS 
SEAT BELT 

PATROLS 

SOBRIETY 

CHECKPOINTS 

IMPAIRED DRIVING 

PATROLS 

OTHER 

PATROLS 
TOTAL 

Seat Belt        80,001                 147                  8,288         25,061    113,497  

Child Restraint          2,098                   51                     604           1,116        3,869  

Misdemeanor DUI             301                 176                  6,697              602        7,776  

Felony DUI               71                   33                  1,031                64        1,199  

Suspended License          4,322                 256                  4,687           3,589      12,854  

Speed        13,265                   83                17,028         69,837    100,213  

Criminal Misdemeanor          1,563                 210                  4,767           1,366        7,906  

Criminal Felony             346                   55                     992              304        1,697  

All Others        13,328                 776                21,486         22,396      57,986  

 Grand Total      115,295              1,787                65,580       124,335    306,997  
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OCCUPANT PROTECTION 
The occupant protection program is designed to increase seat belt usage, as well as educate the 

public on the proper use of seat belts and child restraint systems. 

GOALS & ACHIEVEMENTS 

2009 GOAL RESULT ACHIEVED 

Increase the percent of the population wearing 
seat belts in all vehicles from 91.2% during June 
of 2008 to 93.0% for the same time period in 

20091 

92.6% overall seat 
belt use  

Increase the percent of pickup truck occupants 
wearing seat belts from 72% in 2007 to 82.6% 

by 20092 

85.2% seat belt 
use in pickup trucks  

Decrease fatalities involving unrestrained 
occupants from 292 in 2007 to 286 in 2009 

237 unrestrained 
fatalities3  

 

The 2009 observed seat belt usage rate increased 1.4 percentage points from 2008 to 2009.  

However, Indiana fell short of the overall seat belt usage rate goal set in the FY 2009 HSP.  The 

0.4 percentage point shortfall could be evidence of a plateau in the usage rate that may be 

expected following the sharp increases each year since the passage of Indiana’s primary seat 

belt law.  Once the December 2009 results are available and the 2010 observational seat belt 

surveys are conducted, the TSD can determine the best course of action to reach the 2011 goal 

of 96.7 percent.     

The observed seat belt usage rate for pickup trucks continued to increase rapidly and surpass the 

rigorous 2009 goal by 3.6 percentage points.  If the usage rate simply maintains this upward 

trend, the TSD expects to surpass the 2011 goal of 86.6 percent. 

The unrestrained occupant goal was added in FY 2007 to demonstrate the reliability of the 

observed seat belt usage rate and whether that rate increase can translate to the seat belt use 

for those killed or injured in collisions.  The goal for 2009 will most likely be attained and the 

goal for 2011 (274 unrestrained fatalities) will be reevaluated as it has already been achieved.    

                                            
1
 Data derived from the June 2009 Observational Seat Belt Survey.  Results compiled by Purdue University Center for Road 

Safety. 
2
 Restraint use in pickup trucks has increased greatly since the passage of the expanded seat belt law in Indiana.  The 

incremental increases for the pickup truck restraint use are higher to reflect the drastic changes in Indiana pickup truck 
restraint use trends.  2009 goals are set 5% higher than 2008 rates. 
3
Includes collisions January 1 through December 23, 2009. Data derived from the Indiana State Police Automated Reporting 

Information Exchange System. Accurate as of 12/23/2009. 
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PROJECT DETAILS 

Operation Pull Over & Big City/ Big County 

The TSD continued support for the Operation Pull Over (OPO) and Big City/Big County (BCC) 

enforcement programs in conjunction with NHTSA’s Click It or Ticket mobilization and the Rural 

Demonstration Project (RDP) in FY 2009.  One new BCC traffic safety partnership was formed 

and 12 new OPO agencies were added in FY 2009 which helped to increase enforcement 

efforts statewide with the goal to increase seat belt usage and reduce the number of 

unrestrained fatalities. 

During FY 2009, OPO agencies averaged 3.07 contacts per hour and issued 1.82 seat belt/child 

restraint citations (SB/CR) per hour.  BCC agencies averaged 3.41 contacts per hour and issued 

2.06 SB/CR citations per hour.  Although impaired driving is not a priority for these programs, 

OPO agencies still arrested an impaired driver every 9.30 hours while BCC agencies arrested an 

impaired driver every 11.93 hours.  During FY 2009, the BCC and OPO enforcement programs 

together issued a total of 196,563 citations, with 51 percent (100,626) of those being for SB/CR 

violations.  While total citations and SB/CR citations are down from FY 2008, there has still been 

a significant increase since FY 2007 (see Graph B).  Additionally, as our overall seat belt usage 

rate continues to climb, a reduction in seat belt citations should be expected. 

Graph B 

 

Data derived from Operation Pull Over Database, ICJI 
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The ISP has 18 districts, all of which participate in the BCC enforcement program.  ISP conducted 

6,022 patrols during OPO and BCC and worked a combined total of 26,415 hours.  In addition, 

74.9 percent of all tickets issued were citations. 

 

Reducing Auto Crashes through Corridor Enforcement 

 Reducing Auto Crashes through Corridor Enforcement (RACCE) is an enforcement project that 

utilizes multi-jurisdictional, high visibility enforcement along a stretch of roadway identified has a 

traffic enforcement priority.  During FY 2009, RACCE details were conducted along US 20 (Blitz 

57) through northern Indiana and twice along US 41 (Blitz 59 and Blitz 60) through western 

Indiana. 

RACCE 20 was conducted on November 14, 2008 to kick off Indiana’s Safe Family Travel blitz.  

Safe Family Travel is a dual focus enforcement blitz that increases seat belt and impaired driving 

patrols during the Thanksgiving holiday period.  A total of 31 law enforcement agencies and the 

ISP increased patrols from 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. along US 20.  During this four-hour time 

period, a total of 518 citations were issued including 99 SB/CR citations.  Agencies also reported 

other events such as two felony warrant arrests and three child seat inspections. 

Sixteen officers and deputies from LaPorte Police, Michigan City Police and LaPorte County 

Sheriff's Office saturated the more than 22 miles of US 20 that runs through LaPorte County. 

During the enforcement period, there were two arrests for driving while intoxicated, one felony 

arrest for habitual traffic violator, two citations for driving while suspended, 45 citations for 

speed, 22 citations for seat belt violations, one child restraint citation, one citation for 

disregarding automatic signal and 32 citations for other violations. 

RACCE 41 was first conducted May 15, 2009 between 6:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m.  US 41 runs 

approximately 800 miles south from the upper peninsula of Michigan, through Wisconsin, into 

Illinois, then through the western side of Indiana.  Twenty-two law enforcement agencies and the 

ISP participated in this enforcement project in Indiana which resulted in a total of 208 SB/CR 

citations issued across all four participating states, with 55.7 percent (116) of those citations 

written by Indiana law enforcement.   

RACCE 41 ran again September 3-4, 2009 from 7:00 p.m. to 3:00 a.m. as part of the Over the 

Limit. Under Arrest. national crackdown on impaired driving in a collaborative effort between 

Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin and Michigan.  Eleven of Indiana’s local law enforcement agencies and 

ISP participated in the traffic detail.  Six DUI arrests and 222 other citations were made during 

this time.   
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Rural Demonstration Project 

After the passage of the primary seat belt bill in 2007, which closed the loophole that no longer 

excludes pickup trucks from mandatory seat belt use, Indiana brought back RDP to work toward 

increasing the pickup truck seat belt use and reduce the percent of unrestrained fatalities.  This 

two week enforcement event occurred between April 24th and May 8th.  RDP involves increasing 

enforcement of seat belt violations in rural areas that may be underserved in other programs 

such as Click It or Ticket.  The efforts of local law enforcements and ISP during RDP increased 

officer patrols in 21 Indiana counties.  Officers emphasized enforcement of the Indiana seat belt 

law and also ensured children were properly restrained in the appropriate seats.  Traffic stops 

and citations were made for other reasons too; which further emphasized Indiana’s philosophy of 

looking beyond the ticket.   

RDP resulted in 4,261 citations issued and 2,165.5 hours worked in the two week period.  Of the 

4,261 citations that were given, 90 percent (3,826) were for SB/CR violations.  Overall, 1.74 

seat belt citations were issued per hour worked.  The total number of citations issued per hour 

worked was 1.97.  

 

Automotive Safety Program 

Occupant protection efforts by the TSD extend to all populations; thus it is imperative for the 

programming to encompass safety and protection for children. Indiana’s seat belt law requires 

children younger than eight years of age to be in a properly fitted child restraint device when 

riding in a vehicle.  To encourage the proper use of child restraints by all drivers, ICJI includes the 

Child Passenger Safety (CPS) project within the OPO program.  

During FY 2009, the TSD continued to support the Automotive Safety Program (ASP) at the 

Indiana University School of Medicine.  ASP conducted statewide public information and 

education programs to increase the correct use of child restraints.   

The program also developed a partnership with 

Exodus Refugee Immigration, Inc. to better serve the 

growing Burmese population in central and northern 

Indiana.  Through this partnership, ASP and Exodus 

conducted several child safety seat clinics and 

technician trainings in efforts to increase awareness 

of child seat laws and safe practices.   
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The ASP added 253 new CPS technicians, 44 of 

whom are law enforcement officers.  ASP also added 

five new CPS instructors.  The addition of the 

technicians aided in the effort to increase the number 

of child safety seats provided to the public in 2009.  

The program conducted 54 child safety seat clinics 

statewide and partnered with State Farm Insurance 

on 13 Safety Day locations.  The number of 

permanent fitting stations increased from 111 in FY 

2008 to 121 in FY 2009.  At the permanent fitting 

stations, 9,797 seats were inspected and 4,204 were 

ultimately deemed defective or unsafe and replaced.   

The ASP reconvened the Automotive Safety Program 

Advisory Council, an organization which includes 

representatives from several central Indiana CPS advocacy 

groups.  Through these partnerships and activities during the 

fiscal year, 5,129 child safety seats were provided to the 

public; a fifteen percent increase from last year. 

The ASP also administered the “Project LOVE” child 

passenger restraint voucher program.  The number of Project 

LOVE vouchers distributed during traffic stops increased 15 

percent in FY 2009 (1,079 vouchers) from FY 2008 (937 

vouchers).  In addition, 3,890 vouchers were distributed 

statewide through police department fitting stations and Traffic Court 13 in Indianapolis.  The 

number of LOVE vouchers redeemed for child safety seats increased 50 percent from 275 

vouchers redeemed in FY 2008 to 412 redeemed in FY 2009.  In an effort to grow the Project 

LOVE program, ASP began planning a project to incorporate the LOVE vouchers to the E-citation 

program to allow officers to provide an e-voucher with every child restraint traffic violation.        

 

MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 

Partnerships 

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS: COLTS POST GAME NETWORK RADIO BROADCAST 

Our sports media partnership with the Indianapolis Colts helped Indiana achieve a large 
measure of overall reach during a sustained period (approximately 20 weeks).  For our 
investment, we received one 30 second “Traffic Safety" post-game commercial spot that aired on 
the Colts radio network for the duration of the season, August – December 2009 (20 games 

50% increase in 

LOVE vouchers 

exchanged for child 

safety seats! 
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total).   Over the Limit. Under Arrest. & Click It or Ticket 
messaging was rotated and broadcast throughout the state 
on an additional 43 Colts radio network stations during each 
game.  
 

FOX SPORTS NETWORK (FSN) 
The “Text of the Game” partnership with FSN featured Click 
It or Ticket messaging in all 74 Pacer games during the 
2008-09 season.  The viewing audience was asked by 
announcers to text in answers to quiz questions that were 
read live, during in-game action.  As announcers read the 
questions, the Click It or Ticket logo would simultaneously 
appear on screen, simulating a seat belt clicking into a 
buckle.  After fans texted in their answers, they received an 
automatic “bounce-back” traffic safety text message to 
reinforce the visual elements.  Nearly 6,000 viewers utilized 
this text feature throughout the season. 
 
Additionally, FSN provided 34 in-game 30 second 
commercials at no charge to close out the season (from March 10-April 15).  This over-delivery 
was valued at $51,000.  Finally, in an effort to ensure even more frequency and reach and to 
continue communication with the target audience well beyond the scope of basketball season, 
FSN provided, once again at no charge, two 30 second television commercial spots during 83 
televised Cincinnati Reds baseball games in Indiana.   
 
 
INDIANA STATE UNIVERSITY 
This sports-marketing partnership provided multiple opportunities to reach the target male 
demographic with traffic safety messaging.  Promotional elements included broadcast media, 

print media, prominent on-site signage, 
video board messaging, and live 
announcements during men’s and 
women’s basketball games.   
 
 
Signage featured at Indiana State University.  
Partnership elements also included: video board 

messaging and radio and print advertising.  
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INDIANA STATE FAIR  
 
Our media partnership with the Indiana 
State Fair spanned 17 days and offered 
prominent stage signage, radio advertising, 
live public service announcements (PSA) 
daily, print advertising and an exhibitor's 
table to promote various occupant protection 
initiatives to the nearly one million Hoosiers 
who attended the Indiana State Fair.  The 
overarching message promoted to fair 
attendees was Buckle Up in Your Truck (in 
English and Spanish) and ancillary messages 
promoted were teen driver safety and CPS.    
 

This partnership with the Indiana State Fair 
allowed the TSD to effectively reach and 
directly interact with target audiences during 
an event that delivers high attendance rates 
(more than 860,000 attended in 2009).  The 
TSD had an opportunity to educate and 
positively influence the driving behaviors of 
vulnerable and high-risk populations, such as 
pickup truck drivers, teens, and Hispanics.  

 

 

 

 

Safe Family Travel/Blitz 57: November 2008 

MEDIA FOCUS: CLICK IT OR TICKET  

The Communications division placed a statewide media buy and issued a 

statewide news release in conjunction with Blitz 57 promoting the use of 

seat belts and sober driving.  The flight took place in the weeks leading up 

to the Thanksgiving holiday.  The Safe Family Travel public awareness 

campaign was kicked off by issuing a news release promoting as RACCE 

20. 

In an effort to further promote the Safe Family Travel kickoff initiative, a 
media event was held at Atlantic Aviation in South Bend, Indiana on Friday, 
November 14.  Speakers included Curtis Hill, Chairman of the Council; Trent 
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Smith, Public Information Officer for the ISP Bremen Post and Lt. Tim Williams of the Mishawaka 
Police Department.  

During the course of the Safe Family Travel media and enforcement periods, there were a total of 

41 print and web news stories and 95 broadcast news stories statewide. 

CAMPAIGN: SAFE FAMILY TRAVEL: CLICK IT OR TICKET 

RADIO/ TELEVISION 

POST DATES: 11/10 - 11/23/2008 

PURCHASED ACTUAL 

# of 
Spots 

Station 
Investment 

# of 
Spots 

Station 
Investment 

Gross 
Impressions 

Added Value 
Spots 

Added Value 
Total 

2,092 $44,098 2,317 $43,314 565,566 225 N/A 

 

Click It or Ticket/Blitz 59: May 2009 

MEDIA FOCUS: SEAT BELTS (SPECIAL FOCUS ON PICKUP TRUCK MOTORISTS) 

In 2008, a total of 814 people were killed in traffic crashes on Indiana roadways.  Of those 

killed in motor vehicles, 52 percent were unrestrained.  Although Indiana’s seat belt usage rate 

has remained at more than 90 percent for the last two years, the Communications division 

continues to engage in aggressive public outreach efforts to reach target audiences with the Click 

It or Ticket message.  During FY 2009, the Communications division continued to promote seat belt 

use, specifically during nighttime hours and target pickup truck drivers.  Pickup truck drivers and 

passengers continue to have the lowest seat belt usage rate among all vehicle types in Indiana.   

Accordingly, in an effort to maximize communication with Indiana pickup truck drivers, the 
Communications division partnered with Toyota ® to launch the FY 2009 Click It or Ticket national 
campaign.  In further support of the statewide Click It or Ticket mobilization, the Communications 
division held an enforcement kickoff media event at the Toyota Expo Hall at the Indiana State 
Fairgrounds on May 18.   

Toyota Merchandising Manager, Donna Peplansky, Indiana 
State Police Major Mark Hartman, and ICJI Executive 
Director, T. Neil Moore at Click It or Ticket news conference 
– May, 2009.    

 
 In addition to issuing a statewide news 
release to promote Click It or Ticket 
enforcement efforts, a news release was 
developed for RACCE 41.  The RACCE 
initiative occurred on Friday, May 15 
between 6:00 p.m. and 10:00 p.m.   
Twenty-two Indiana law enforcement 
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agencies participated in a groundbreaking, multi-state mobilization to identify motorists who 
failed to wear seat belts.  The effort featured high-visibility enforcement activity along US 41, 
which runs approximately 800 miles south from the upper peninsula of Michigan, through 
Wisconsin, Illinois, and Indiana.  
 
 

CAMPAIGN: CLICK IT OR TICKET  

RADIO/ TELEVISION  

POST DATES: 5/10 - 5/24/09 

PURCHASED ACTUAL 

# of 
Spots 

Station 
Investment 

# of 
Spots 

Station 
Investment 

Gross 
Impressions 

Added Value 
Spots 

Added Value 
Total 

6,861 $253,797 6,726 $248,099 3,004,558 N/A N/A 

 

Child Passenger Safety: September 2009  

MEDIA FOCUS: BOOSTER SEATS  

In conjunction with National Child Passenger Safety Week (September 12-18, 2009), the 

Communications division placed a statewide media buy to promote Indiana’s booster seat law.  

This buy consisted of two weeks of radio and television advertising.  The focus of the buy 

included women and caregivers, who otherwise may misuse child safety seats because they are 

misinformed about proper installation and use.  We also wanted to get this message out to low 

income families and those families with limited space in their vehicle to accommodate multiple 

safety seats due to multiple children.  

 

In an effort to generate earned media awareness on behalf of Indiana’s CPS initiatives,  on 

September 14, 2009 the TSD partnered with the ASP, the Marion County Traffic Safety 

Partnership, Indiana SafeKids, the ISP, and Day Nursery to provide parents and caregivers with 

valuable information about the life-saving benefits of proper child restraint use.  This earned 

media event spanned the entire day and took place in the heart Indiana’s Government Center.   

A child safety seat inspection and “Spot the Tot” demonstration was conducted for the media and 

staff was on hand to conduct media interviews and answer questions.  TSD Director, Ryan Klitzsch, 

was also a guest in a 30 minute interview on Radio Disney’s Kids Concern program to educate 

kids and parent listeners about the importance of using restraints whenever they ride in a vehicle.  
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CAMPAIGN: CHILD PASSENGER SAFETY  

RADIO/ TELEVISION  

POST DATES: 9/13 - 9/27/09  

PURCHASED ACTUAL 

# of 
Spots 

Station 
Investment 

# of 
Spots 

Station 
Investment 

Gross 
Impressions 

Added Value 
Spots 

Added Value 
Total 

2,764 $169,878 2,971 $168,650 3,487,925 207 N/A 

 

EARNED MEDIA: CHILD PASSENGER SAFETY 

 OCT
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AUG

-09 

SEP-

09 

FY 

2009 

Interviews           5 4 6 1 2 1 2 21 

Statewide 
Releases 

  2   1   2   2 1 2   2 12 

Total Print & 
Online Articles 

27 39   52 30 35 59 260 154 27 24 18 725 

Television 
Spots 

    191 100 29 67 32 210 134 325 111 99 1,298 

Media Events           2 2 2       2 8 

Total 27 41 197 153 59 111 97 480 290 356 136 123 2,064 

 

 

EVALUATION 

Observational Seat Belt Surveys 

Each year the TSD funds a roadside observational survey of seat belt use.  The seat belt usage 

rates Indiana reports each year are taken from this survey (see Graph C).  Results from Indiana’s 

yearly roadside observational survey of seat belt use revealed an increase in the overall seat 

belt usage rate.  Indiana’s overall seat belt usage rate reached 92.6 percent.  Indiana saw the 

greatest increase in the rate for pickups, nearly seven 

points.  This usage rate has consistently increased annually 

for three years since the passage of Indiana’s new 

restraint use law that no longer excludes pickup trucks 

from mandatory seat belt use.   

  

NEW SEAT BELT USE RECORD! 

92.6% 
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Graph C 
 

 

Data derived from June 2009 Observations Seat Belt Surveys, Purdue University Center for Road Safety. 

Telephone Surveys 

A pre and post telephone survey was conducted for the 2009 May Click It or Ticket blitz.  

Samples of 1,000 residents were surveyed about their impressions and knowledge of a variety 

of traffic safety messages.  Some of the key findings of the survey were that 29 percent of 

respondents have heard of a special law enforcement seat belt effort in the post survey.  This is 

an increase from 14 percent who responded in the pre survey.  Of those who had heard of it, 

44.5 percent saw a television commercial about it.  The respondents who recall seeing or hearing 

occupant protection related questions should fluctuate between the pre and post surveys.  This is 

the first year the TSD has used two years of consistent survey instruments and as a result the two 

year trend can be reported here.  

DRIVING HABITS SURVEY, SLOGAN RECOGNITION 2008 & 2009 

SLOGAN 2008 2009 

 PRE POST PRE POST 

Operation Pull Over 33.9% 41.6% 38.2% 44.8% 

Click It or Ticket 71.7% 87.3% 77.4% 84.1% 

 

The Click It or Ticket slogan is constantly the most recognized slogan of the four telephone surveys 

conducted each year.  This slogan was part of the May 2009 media flight and based on the 
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survey, there was a nine percent increase in the number of people who recognized the slogan 

during media campaigns.  Likewise, the Operation Pull Over message was recognized over 17 

percent more following the May blitz.   
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 YOUNG DRIVERS 

Young driver programming during FY 2009 was targeted at drivers ages 15 to 24 as well as the 

parents of young drivers.   

GOALS & ACHIEVEMENTS 

2009 GOAL RESULT ACHIEVED 

Decrease the number of young drivers4 involved in 
fatal crashes from 256 in 2007 to 251 in 2009 

215 young driver 
fatalities5 in 2009  

Decrease the percent of young drivers killed in 
traffic collisions while not wearing their seat belt 

from 67.5% in 2007 to 66.0% by 2009 

33.8% not 
restrained6  

 

The young drivers are a particular group of interest to the TSD because of their disproportionate 

involvement in traffic collisions (see Graph D).  The two goals for FY 2009 focused on young 

driver fatalities and specifically unrestrained young driver fatalities.   

The data thus far in 2009 indicates that Indiana continues to make strides to reduce the incidents 

of young driver involvement in fatal crashes.  Available 2009 data exhibits a decline in young 

driver fatalities in traffic collisions by 14 percent since 2007.  This is near the record reduction in 

total traffic fatalities and a positive shift in the young driver 

fatalities which previously would not follow overall traffic 

fatality trends. 

The declination in young driver fatalities may be the effect of 

the 2009 unrestrained fatality rate among young drivers.  

This rate plunged 50 percent from the 2007 rate.  The 

decline far surpassed the 2009 goal of 66 percent Indiana is 

on track to achieve the 2011 goal.        

 

 

 

 

                                            
4
 Includes drivers ages 16 to 24; consistent with FY 2007 Highway Safety Plan. FY 2009 young driver programming included 

drivers ages 15 to 20. 
5
 Includes collisions January 1 through December 22, 2009. Data derived from the Indiana State Police Automated Reporting 

Information Exchange System. Accurate as of 12/22/2009. 
6
 In collisions where restraint use was known. 66 of the 195 fatalities with known restraint use.  

YOUNG DRIVER FATALITIES 

PLUNGED 14% FROM 

2007 TO 2009.  
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Graph D 

 

Data derived from the 2008 Indiana Traffic Safety Fact Sheet- Young Drivers compiled by the Center for Criminal 
Justice Research 

 

PROJECT DETAILS 

Indiana SADD 

In an effort to promote healthy behavior in young drivers, Indiana Students Against Destructive 

Decisions (SADD) continues to be funded by the TSD.  SADD has an integral part in reducing the 

incidence of underage consumption of alcoholic beverages and informing Indiana youths about 

the importance of buckling up.  In FY 2009, there were 284 SADD chapters in Indiana.  The 

organization traveled to 77 schools, churches and youth facilities throughout the state and they 

contacted over 597 schools; this is up almost 50 percent from FY 2008.    

Indiana SADD currently has partnerships with 14 different organizations that share the 

commitment to help keep young children, passengers and drivers safe on Indiana roadways. They 

developed Indiana’s first Indiana Young Driver Toolkit which provided information on how a 

school or organization can develop a young driver program.  Indiana SADD purchased Indiana’s 

first seat belt convincer during FY 2009 with a grant from State Farm Insurance.  This tool allows 

individuals to experience a simulated five mph crash while wearing a seat belt.  It has traveled 

to several events across the state during FY 2009 and the simulator has been used more than 

2,000 times. 
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Clarian Health 

The coordinator Injury Prevention Programs at Clarian Health Promotions and Community 

Relations, Kira Hudson, co-chaired the Indiana Young Driver Safety Taskforce, a new taskforce 

was created to bring together stakeholders, provide resources and direction for coordinating 

efforts to improve young driver safety in Indiana.  The health coordinator at Clarian often 

partnered with Indiana SADD on their visits to high schools where she spoke about her personal 

story of being paralyzed as a result of her distracted driving when she was a young driver. 

Clarian Health Promotions also helped administer mini-grants to schools to promote safe teen 

driving habits.  

During the 2009 legislative session, Kira Hudson testified during a legislative committee and 

encouraged Indiana’s legislature to consider placing a restriction on the use of telecommunication 

devices while driving on a probationary license.  Clarian partnered with other traffic safety 

stakeholders to propose improving Indiana’s Graduated Drivers License (GDL) law (see 

Legislative Update for changes to Indiana’s GLD laws). In addition to the telecommunications ban 

in the proposed GDL law, Indiana is focused on raising the age a teen can obtain a 

probationary license in hopes of increasing the supervised driving time before a teen obtains 

their license.  

 

Ford Driving Skills for Life 

Utilizing a $20,000 grant from the Ford Foundation and the Governor’s Highway Safety 

Association  (GHSA), ICJI hosted three Ford Driving Skills for Life (DSFL) teen driving safety 

events. The events took place throughout FY 2009 at locations in three different regions of the 

state. Ford DSFL was established in 2003 to help young drivers improve their skills in four key 

areas that are critical factors in more than 60 percent of vehicle crashes including: hazard 

recognition, vehicle handling, speed management and space management.  The first event was 

held on June 23, 2009 at O’Reilly Raceway 

Park in Indianapolis, the second event was 

October 20th at Grissom Aeroplex in Peru, IN 

and the last event was October 22nd at 

Roberts Stadium in Evansville, IN. Numerous 

exhibitors were present to disseminate 

information to teens, including State Farm 

Insurance, Indiana State Excise Police (ISEP), 

Clarian Health Promotions and Community 

Relations, and Indiana SADD. 
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The event was broken down into five stations; 

three of which included behind-the-wheel 

activities.  The driving activities were taught by 

police officers specially trained in Emergency 

Vehicle Operations (EVO).  The fourth station 

was hosted by SADD and included a golf cart 

with fatal vision goggles, the seat belt convincer, 

and the Quick Click seat belt challenge.  The fifth 

station was hosted by ICJI and included a traffic 

safety trivia wheel and a corn hole game using 

fatal vision goggles.  Mock extrications were 

staged at each event where teens saw first hand 

the impact of a fatal car crash where alcohol was involved.  At the last event Kira Hudson 

provided personal testimony on the risks of using a cell phone while driving.  More than 200 

students attended the three events.   

 

MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
 

On October 20, 2008 the Traffic Safety and Communication divisions partnered with State Farm 

Insurance, Indiana SADD and state legislators to kickoff National Teen Driver Safety Week 
(October 19-25). The event was held in the Indiana Statehouse rotunda to call attention to the 
serious nature of teen driving deaths and the underlying causes. 
 
As mentioned above, subsequent public relations events were hosted by Indiana SADD chapters 
throughout the state during this week to 
sustain awareness among teens and their 
parents about the dangers of distracted 
driving.  The TSD Director appeared on 
the local television program, “Joy in Our 
Town,” where he stressed to viewing 
audiences the dangers of distracted 
driving, the importance of wearing a seat 
belt, and the new rules that took affect 
with the passage of the new GDL law for 
young drivers. 
 
An assortment of 153 pairs of shoes was placed on 
display to represent the 153 teen drivers killed on 
Indiana roadways in 2007.  A total of ten news stories 
were broadcast statewide promoting Teen Driver Safety 
during this week. 
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IMPAIRED DRIVING 
Although great strides have been made in reducing impaired driving in Indiana, it still remains a 

persistent issue.  The impaired driving program is designed to decrease alcohol related crashes, 

injuries and deaths by educating the public on the dangers of impaired driving and the 

consequences they will face if they do drive impaired. 

GOALS & ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

2009 GOAL RESULT7 ACHIEVED 

Reduce the number of alcohol related 
fatalities from 253 in 2007 to 248 in 2009 

200 alcohol related fatalities during 

FY 20098  

Reduce the percent of alcohol related 
fatalities as a rate of all fatalities from 

28.2% in 2007 to 27.6% in 2009 

24.5% of alcohol related fatalities in 

FY 20099  

Reduce the rate of alcohol related fatalities 
from 0.36 per million VMT in 2007 to 0.35 by 

2009 

Estimated 0.29 alcohol related 
fatalities per million VMT in FY 

200910 
 

Reduce the number of driver fatalities with a 
BAC of 0.08 or higher from 136  in 2007 to 

133 by 2009 

151 driver fatalities with BAC 0.08+ 
in FY 200911  

 

The number of alcohol related fatalities during FY 2009 is far surpasses the goal.  If this pace is 

maintained, the FY 2011 goal of 238 will be easily attained.  Additionally, the percent of 

alcohol related fatalities is significantly reduced during FY 2009 and the long term 2011 goal of 

26.5 percent should be attained at this pace.   

The goal to reduce alcohol related fatalities per millions of vehicle miles traveled (VMT) was 

achieved based on the 2009 VMT estimates.  The 2011 goal of 0.33 alcohol related fatalities 

per million VMT has been surpassed during FY 2009.  The last goal for impaired driving was not 

successfully met in FY 2009.  Although the total number of alcohol related fatalities was lower in 

FY 2009 than 2007, the number of drivers with a BAC 0.08 or higher has increased.  Media 

campaigns that addressed buzzed driving may have helped reduce the number of fatalities with 

BAC less than 0.08, however the population that continues to drive while intoxicated was not 

affected as much during FY 2009.  The 2011 goal of 128 is not likely to be attained if the 

                                            
7
 Results using FY 2009 statistics because CY 2009 alcohol-related collision data is not available. 

8
 Data from Indiana State Police Automated Reporting Information Exchange System.  Accurate as of 12/22/2009. All 

numbers and calculations are subject to change. 
9
 Data from Indiana State Police Automated Reporting Information Exchange System.  Accurate as of 12/22/2009.  

10
 2008-2009 VMTs provided by INDOT. 2009 VMTs are unchanged as of November 2009. 

11
 Data from Indiana State Police Automated Reporting Information Exchange System.  Accurate as of 12/22/2009. 
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trends do not turn around.  The TSD will utilize the impaired driving programming to work toward 

the 2011 goal. 

 

PROJECT DETAILS 

 

The ISP and the other agencies involved in the DUI Taskforces program conducted 267 sobriety 

checkpoints throughout the state in FY 2009. This nearly doubled the 157 sobriety checkpoints 

conducted in FY 2008, and four and one-half times the number conducted in 2005 (see Graph E). 

Graph E 

 

Data derived from the Operation Pull Over Database. FY 2009 

 

Crash Investigation and DUI Training Program 

To further develop their DUI crash investigation skills, the Fatal Alcohol Crash Teams (FACT) and 

DUI Task Force agencies attended extensive crash reconstruction and at-scene investigation 

trainings in FY 2009.  Instead of using grant funds to send a small amount of officers elsewhere 

for trainings as in the past, the TSD decided to host the trainings, making them available to a 

larger number of officers.  

Training class topics included at-scene investigation, technical crash investigation, applied physics, 

occupant kinematics, advanced commercial vehicle reconstruction, vehicle dynamics, sobriety 

checkpoint supervisor courses, and other impaired driving related topics.  
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In FY 2009, the TSD funded training to certify 339 law enforcement officers in a variety of crash 

reconstruction and impaired driving detection seminars.  This year the TSD offered 13,380 

training hours compared to the 9,812 hours in 2008 and the 7,600 hours offered in 2007 (see 

Graph F). 

Graph F 

 
 

 

DUI Task Force Indiana 

According to NHTSA, Indiana had the fifth lowest percentage of alcohol related fatalities in the 

nation at 26 percent for 2008. This is considerably lower than the national average of 32 

percent of alcohol related fatalities (0.08 BAC or greater).   

For FY 2009, the DUI Task Force was represented by 135 law enforcement agencies in 35 

Indiana counties. The participating departments’ jurisdictions represent an area that represents 

where the majority of alcohol related collisions occur in Indiana.  DUI Task Force agencies are 

provided overtime funding to detect and arrest impaired drivers.  This sustained year round 

impaired driving enforcement serves as one of the most significant means for reducing impaired 

driving in Indiana through high visibility enforcement.   

 

The ISP provided primary DUI enforcement in ten Indiana counties that do not have a funded DUI 

Task Force.  They work in conjunction with local law enforcement agencies to ensure DUI 

enforcement is occurring in all 92 Indiana counties. 
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In FY 2009, participation in the DUI Task Force program resulted in the issuance of 6,873 

misdemeanor DUI citations and 1,064 felony DUI citations. DUI Task Force details also produced 

4,977 criminal misdemeanor arrests, 1,047 criminal felony arrests, 4,973 suspended drivers, and 

49,510 other traffic citations issued.  

 

Fatal Alcohol Crash Teams  

The FACT program is designed to aid in the successful adjudication of impaired drivers who have 

caused serious bodily injury or death.  The State’s FACTs were called out to 151 suspected 

alcohol related crashes, a decrease from 170 crashes in FY 2008.  

In addition to responding to call outs for alcohol related serious bodily injury and fatality 

crashes, the seven FACT counties also utilized grant funds to screen all serious bodily injury and 

fatal crashes for blood alcohol levels.  This policy change may have helped result in a ten 

percent increase in the number of chemical tests performed and reported to FARS.   

 

Indiana State Excise Police – Underage Drinking programs 

The ISEP officers assisted FACT and law enforcement agencies with alcohol related investigations. 

One such funded program was the Stop Underage Drinking and Sales (SUDS) program. In FY 

2009, the ISEP conducted 162 SUDS details in 29 Indiana counties resulting in over 2,959 total 

warning and citations.  The “Cops in Shops” (CIS) program operated 42 details in ten Indiana 

counties, which allowed ISEP officers to pose as customers and employees of liquor stores, and 

yielded the arrest of over 73 people.   The ISEP officers assisted FACT officers by conducting 

investigations into the establishments that served the impaired driver prior to the crash and were 

able to take enforcement action based on that investigation.  This allowed bars and taverns to be 

held accountable for over-serving intoxicated patrons who later drive while impaired.  All seven 

FACT counties utilize ISEP officers to assist in the investigation if needed. 

 

Chemical Testing Programs 

In a continuing effort to increase the number of drivers tested for drugs and alcohol after being 

involved in a motor vehicle crash, the TSD partnered more closely with the Indiana Coroners 

Association and local law enforcement agencies to train them about he importance of testing. 

The Indiana State Department of Toxicology (ISDT) appointed a new director, Dr. Michael 

Wagner, in 2008.  Dr. Wagner has already implemented changes that immediately improved 

the reporting of chemical tests to FARS because officers no longer needed to be notified of the 

results; nor do they need to report results directly to FARS. This change has shortened the 
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turnaround time on the reporting of results considerably.  The changes that have occurred, in 

conjunction with increased awareness of chemical testing by law enforcement and coroners, 

helped increase chemical tests reported from 58 percent in 2006 to 75 percent in 2009. 

 

Standardized Field Sobriety Testing &Drug Recognition Expert Programs 

The Standardized Field Sobriety Testing (SFST) program continued to train officers the best 

methods for identifying alcohol impaired drivers.  There were 578 new officers trained in SFST 

and 1,114 retrained in proper administration of the tests.  

Two courses were held for training officers who would be Drug Recognition Expert (DRE).  One 

course was conducted in Indianapolis and one in Lawrenceburg.  In these courses, 36 officers 

were successfully trained to be DRE. Only three officers are still in the process of completing their 

certification training. 

 

Traffic Safety Resource Prosecutor 

The primary objective of the Traffic Safety Resource Prosecutor (TSRP) is to provide 

comprehensive statewide training to prosecutors and law enforcement officers on the most 

effective methods of investigating and prosecuting impaired driving and other traffic related 

offenses.  These trainings should help reduce injuries and fatalities and keep impaired and 

dangerous drivers off of the highways by achieving high conviction rates throughout the state.  

Six statewide conferences were hosted, conducted or co-sponsored by the TSRP during the FY 

2009 grant year.  There were 210 prosecutors and law enforcement professionals that attended 

these trainings, averaging 42 attendees per training.  Trainings included the following topics: 

 SFST for Prosecutors   

 Toxicology for Prosecutors 

 Lethal Weapon/FACT Symposium 

 OWI Legal and Ethical Update  

 OWI Trial Advocacy School 

 Cops in Court 

The TSRP responded to 229 telephone calls and 2,011 e-mail inquiries from prosecutors and law 

enforcement agencies in Indiana.  These inquiries were on a range of topics including 

interpretation of Indiana statutes and case law, legislative and legal updates on pertinent 
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legislation, admissibility of evidence, advice on how to handle issues in trials and requests for 

other trial support assistance. 

MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 

Partnerships 

INDIANAPOLIS COLTS: COLTS POST GAME NETWORK RADIO BROADCAST  

Our sports media partnership with the Indianapolis Colts 

helped Indiana achieve a large measure of overall reach 

during a sustained period (approximately 20 weeks).  For our 

investment, we received one 30 second “Traffic Safety" post-

game commercial spot that aired on the Colts radio network 

for the duration of the season, August – December 2009 (20 

games total).   Over the Limit. Under Arrest. & Click It or Ticket 

messaging was rotated and broadcast throughout the state on 

an additional 43 Colts radio network stations during each 

game.  

 

 

 

INDIANA PACERS 

This partnership included one 
30 second traffic safety commercial on the network radio in the 
play-by-play portion of the broadcast in all 90 Pacers games.  
This included home and away games, rotating between blitz-
related and social-norming messaging.  Additionally, a total of 
90 in-game branding mentions were made featuring the 
following brief message: 
Buzzed Driving is Drunk Driving.  Pass your keys to a designated 
driver.   
Added value included one additional 30 second spot per game 
during up to 22 Pacers games, which fell within enforcement 
periods. 
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As part of Traffic Safety’s Indiana Pacer promotion, the Governor’s Council on 
Impaired and Dangerous Driving was the presenting partner of the Conseco Fieldhouse 
designated driver program.  This program encouraged the use of designated drivers 
and rewarded those who signed up with free soft drinks.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     
 
Sky Beams located in main parking garage in downtown Indianapolis used for Conseco Fieldhouse (Indiana Pacer game) parking 
and all other general downtown event parking. 

INDIANA STATE UNIVERSITY 

This sports-marketing partnership 
provided multiple opportunities to 
reach the target demographic with 
traffic safety messaging.  Promotional 
elements included broadcast media, 
print media, prominent on-site signage, 
video board messaging and live 
announcements during men’s and 
women’s basketball games.   
 

 
Signage featured at Indiana State University.  
Partnership elements also included video board 
messaging, radio and print advertising.  
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Safe Family Travel/Blitz 57: November 2008 

MEDIA FOCUS: OVER THE LIMIT. UNDER ARREST. 

Safe Family Travel kicked off with a media event at Atlantic Aviation in South Bend, IN on Friday, 
November 14.  As discussed within the Occupant Protection section, the Chairman of the Council , 
Curtis Hill, joined Trent Smith, PIO for the ISP Bremen Post, and Lt. Tim Williams of the Mishawaka 
Police Department as speakers at the event.  

During the course of the Safe Family Travel media and enforcement periods, there were 41 print 

and web news stories and 95 broadcast news stories statewide with either Click It or Ticket or 

Over the Limit. Under Arrest.  The table below shows those that were dedicated to the Over the 

Limit. Under Arrest. 

CAMPAIGN: SAFE FAMILY TRAVEL. OVER THE LIMIT. UNDER ARREST.  

RADIO/ TELEVISION 

POST DATES: 11/10 - 11/23/2008 

PURCHASED ACTUAL 

# of 
Spots 

Station 
Investment 

# of 
Spots 

Station 
Investment 

Gross 
Impressions 

Added Value 
Spots 

Added Value 
Total 

1,520 $114,205 1,912 $113,113 3,183,477 392 N/A 

 

Buzzed Driving is Drunk Driving: December 2008 Christmas, New Year’s and Super 

Bowl:  

The Communications division maintained frequency of messaging with the target demographics 

during the winter holiday and other seasonal 

celebrations by promoting the Buzzed Driving is Drunk 

Driving.  Several radio and television interviews were 

conducted in response to statewide news releases 

distributed by the division.  In an effort to promote safe 

and sober driving during this time, news releases 

encouraged social responsibility behind the wheel and 

directed motorists to visit a traffic safety webpage that 

offered tips to ensure safe holiday celebrations.  ICJI 

Executive Director, T. Neil Moore, appeared on a local 

television program, “Joy in Our Town,” where he also 

stressed the importance of sober driving and 

designated drivers to the viewing audience.    

For the Super Bowl, the Communications division issued a 

statewide news release urging motorists who planned to 
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celebrate this event with alcohol to hand over their keys.  The release generated earned media 

coverage in the form of radio, and television interviews with TSD staff.  During the FY 2009 

holiday period, there were a total of 29 print articles featured on the web and 45 television 

news stories that aired covering the Buzzed Driving is Drunk Driving message.   

Impaired Driving – St. Patrick’s Day: March 2009 

 

In conjunction with OPO Blitz 58 (March 6-22, 2009), 

the Communications division placed a statewide radio, 

television and outdoor advertising flight that featured 

Over the Limit. Under Arrest.  messaging in the weeks 

leading up to and during the St. Patrick’s Day holiday.  

The Communications division also used this national 

holiday to further boost awareness of drunk driving 

during “March Madness” basketball season in Indiana.  

The division hosted two news conferences; the first 

kicked off the Over the Limit. Under Arrest. 

enforcement crackdown at Conseco Fieldhouse.   

The second new conference was staged prior to the St. 

Patrick’s Day holiday weekend.  The TSD partnered 

with the Claddagh Irish Pub to announce its “Hoo-Sier 

Driver?” designated driver wristbands promotion.  The 

pub distributed designated driver wristbands to 

patrons who agreed to serve as designated drivers 

during their St. Patrick’s Weekend Music Festival 

(March 14 -17, 2009) at their 

downtown Indianapolis location.  The 

pub also provided these patrons 

with free food and non-alcoholic 

beverages in exchange for their 

pledge.  

 

 

ICJI Executive Director, T. Neil Moore announces 

the launch of Blitz 58 at Conseco Fieldhouse, 

home of the Indiana Pacers and Big Ten 

Basketball Tournaments. 
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CAMPAIGN: OVER THE LIMIT. UNDER ARREST.  

RADIO/ TELEVISION 

POST DATES: 3/2 - 3/26/09  

PURCHASED ACTUAL 

# of 
Spots 

Station 
Investment 

# of 
Spots 

Station 
Investment 

Gross 
Impressions 

Added Value 
Spots 

Added Value 
Total 

3,383 $140,507 3,404 $139,068 2,855,342 21 N/A 

 

 

 

CAMPAIGN: OVER THE LIMIT. UNDER ARREST.  

OUTDOOR  

POST DATES: MARCH 2009  

  
PURCHASED ACTUAL 

County # of 
Boards 

Investment # of 
Boards 

Investment Added 
Value 

Added Value 
Total 

Allen 9 $3,690 10 $3,690 1 $410 

LaPorte 2 $1,278 3 $196 1 $1,721 

LaPorte 2 $572 2 $572 N/A N/A  

Lake 11 $3,882 12 $1,077 1 $353 

Marion 22 $17,230 30 $17,302 8 $6,265 

Campaign Totals: 46 $26,652 57 $22,837 11 $8,750 

 

 

  



FY 2009 Annual Report 

 

 

Page 34 

Over the Limit. Under Arrest./Blitz 60:  August 2009 

MEDIA FOCUS: IMPAIRED DRIVING 

 

For the National DUI crackdown on impaired drivers during August 2009, Indiana supplemented 

the national media buy using NHTSA creatives. 

CAMPAIGN: OVER THE LIMIT. UNDER ARREST.  

RADIO/ TELEVISION 

POST DATES: 8/14 - 8/30/09 

PURCHASED ACTUAL 

# of 
Spots 

Station 
Investment 

# of 
Spots 

Station 
Investment 

Gross 
Impressions 

Added Value 
Spots 

Added Value 
Total 

5,310 $216,045 5,451 $212,544 2,338,675 141 N/A 

 

 

 

CAMPAIGN: OVER THE LIMIT. UNDER ARREST. 

OUTDOOR ADVERTISING 

POST DATES: AUGUST 2009 

  
PURCHASED ACTUAL 

County # of 
Boards 

Investment # of 
Boards 

Investment Added Value Added Value 
Total 

Pulaski 2 $885 2 $885     

Marion 37 $32,000 47 $32,000 10 $8,650 

Starke 2 $941 2 $941    

Sullivan 3 $1,764 4 $1,764 1 $588 

Warren 2 $885 2 $885    

Campaign Totals: 46 $36,475 57 $36,475 11 $9,238 
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EARNED MEDIA: OVER THE LIMIT. UNDER ARREST. 

 
OCT

-08 

NOV

-08 

DEC

-08 

JAN

-09 

FEB

-09 

MAR

-09 

APR

-09 

MAY

-09 

JUN

-09 

JUL

-09 

AUG

-09 

SEP

-09 

FY 

2009 

Interviews 6     5 4 4 1    20 

Statewide 
Releases 

1   2  2  1     6 

Total Print & 
Online Articles 

30 29 74 27 49 62 57 8 29 55 40 12 472 

Television 
Spots 

  229 16 5 95 21 14 25 60 193 34 692 

Media Events      5 1 3   3  12 

Total 37 29 303 45 54 169 83 30 55 115 236 46 1,202 

 

EVALUATION 

Telephone Surveys 

A pre and post telephone survey was conducted for the August DUI crackdown.  Samples of 

1,000 residents were surveyed about their impressions and knowledge of a variety of traffic 

safety messages.  Some of the key findings found in the post survey were that 28.2 percent of 

drivers said there were more impaired driving messages over the past 30 days, up from 15.4 

percent before the campaign. Sobriety checkpoints had been a large focus for the TSD during 

the blitz, so it was key to find that of the respondents in the pre-survey, 19.6 percent had seen or 

heard about a sobriety checkpoint and of the respondents in the post-survey, 35.6 percent had 

seen or heard about a sobriety checkpoint.  The media slogans and campaigns are a crucial part 

to public education and social-norming; so it was valuable to know the positive changes in the 

number that recognized the media messaging and law enforcement activities. 

 

IMPAIRED DRIVING SURVEY, SLOGAN RECOGNITION 2008 & 2009 

SLOGAN 2008 2009 

 PRE POST PRE POST 

You Drink. You Drive. You Lose. 52.9% 58.0% 55.6% 61.5% 

Buzzed Driving is Drunk Driving 26.3% 38.0% 41.6% 44.0% 

Drunk Driving. Over the Limit. Under Arrest. 40.7% 40.4% 33.9% 42.9% 
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MOTORCYCLE 

FATALITIES DOWN 

17% IN 2009! 

MOTORCYCLES 
The motorcycle program is designed to increase the general motoring public’s awareness of 

motorcycles on the roadway.  This program also serves to educate riders of training opportunities 

for improving their rider skills, proper licensing and the importance of protective gear.  

GOALS & ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
 

2009 GOAL RESULT ACHIEVED 

Reduce the motorcycle fatalities12 from 
121 in 2007 to 119 in 2009 

95 motorcycle fatalities during 
200913  

Decrease the number of motorcycle 
fatalities per 10,000 registered 

motorcycles from 6.7 in 2007 to 6.6 in 
2009 

6.5 motorcycle fatalities per 
10,000 registered motorcycles 

during 200814  
 

 

Goals for reducing motorcycle fatalities in FY 2009 have preliminarily been achieved.    Previous 

attempts of educating all motorists to be aware of motorcycles on the roadways were not 

proactive enough to address this ongoing problem.  This is why in FY 2009 steps were taken to 

begin to shift the focus back to educating the rider. 

Motorcyclist fatalities have decreased 17 percent from 115 fatalities during 2008 to 95 during 

2009.  As stated, this far surpasses the goal set during 2007 and Indiana has finally broken the 

six year upward trend in motorcycle fatalities.  The long term goal was to reduce motorcyclist 

fatalities to 114 by 2011 and this has been achieved.  The TSD will continue to educate the 

riding public about motorcycle safety in an effort to continue the decline in motorcyclist fatalities.   

Indiana experienced an influx of motorcycles registered 

and motorcycle fatalities over the past five years.  

However, the number of motorcycle registrations 

increased at a faster pace than did the number of 

motorcycle fatalities.  FY 2009 data is not available for 

motorcycle registrations, however based on trends in the 

past six years, the registrations will continue to increase 

even though the fatalities are decreasing (see Graph G).  

                                            
12

 Motorcycle fatalities in FY 2007 included motorcycles only.  The inclusion of mopeds in the data began during 2008 and 
will be in the FY 2010 annual report. 
13

Data from Indiana State Police Automated Reporting Information Exchange System.  Accurate as of 12/30/2009 
14

 Indiana Crash Facts Motorcycles (2008).  Available from http://www.in.gov/cji/2572.htm 

http://www.in.gov/cji/2572.htm
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Given that Indiana surpassed the 2009 goal to reduce the number of motorcycle fatalities per 

10,000 registered motorcycles during 2008, the TSD expects the 2009 goal to be met based on 

the decrease in motorcycle fatalities. 

Graph G 

 

Motorcycle registration data derived from the Indiana Crash Facts-Motorcycles, 2008. 

Fatality data derived from the Indiana State Police Automated Reporting Information Exchange System.  Accurate as of 

12/30/2009.  

 

PROJECT DETAILS 
In FY 2009, the focus of the TSD’s motorcycle program began to concentrate more on the 

motorcycle riders themselves than the general motoring public.  Emphasis was placed on 

increasing the percent of motorcycle riders who are properly licensed to ride a motorcycle.  As of 

2008, only slightly more than 50 percent of motorcycle riders involved in a crash were properly 

licensed. 

Another emphasis area was to educate and encourage additional riders to take a motorcycle 

training course.  Near the end of FY 2008, informational brochures were produced and 

distributed at events heavily attended by riders and this continued during 2009.  These 

informational brochures outlined how to become properly licensed in Indiana, where to attend 

rider training and the importance of wearing proper protective motorcycle gear.   
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Also produced in FY 2009 were law enforcement cards detailing how to spot impaired 

motorcycle riders.  These cards were produced and distributed heavily to law enforcement and 

the general public at motorcycle events. 

 

MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 

None for the Road and Save a Life, Be Aware: June 2009 

MEDIA FOCUS: SAFE AND SOBER RIDING (FEAT. MOTO GP CHAMPION, NICKY 

HAYDEN)   

The TSD made considerable progress promoting motorcycle safety during FY 2009.   Key 

partners and events were identified to effectively target not only motorcycle riders and 

enthusiasts, but the general driving population with messaging during riding season.  Given that 

motorcycle safety and awareness is still a relatively new initiative in Indiana, the TSD continued 

to look for creative and effective ways to establish a solid foundation upon which motorcycle 

messaging can be branded.  One way in which the TSD sought to positively impact the riding 

behaviors of motorcyclists was through a partnership with 2006 MotoGP Champion, Nicky 

Hayden.  The Ducati team member agreed to serve as the spokesperson for the TSD’s motorcycle 

safety and awareness campaign.  Hayden donated his time and image to appear in a series of 

radio, television and print advertising spots and PSAs promoting safe and sober riding practices.   

 
 Motorcycle Safety and Awareness advertising campaign; outdoor media placed June, 2009.  Media signage discouraging 

drinking and riding using MotoGP World Champion Nicky Hayden during the 2009 Indianapolis Red Bull MotoGP Race at the 

Indianapolis Motor Speedway.  
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Signage opportunities were 

utilized at popular motorcycle 

events in central Indiana during 

2009.  These events include the 

ABATE Boogie, Riley Miracle 

Ride and the 2009 Indianapolis 

Red Bull MotoGP Race.  This 

new creative offered a fresh, 

new Indiana-specific look.  

Given that racing is a beloved 

tradition in Indiana, we were 

especially excited to have the 

opportunity to partner with 

Hayden.  Through these ads, 

Hayden cemented himself as a 

true traffic safety advocate, 

which was significant given that 

Indiana’s target audience for 

motorcycle safety mirrors that 

of his fan base.   

ICJI thanks Nicky Hayden for his support of the TSD’s motorcycle safety and awareness 

media campaign.  ICJI Executive Director, T. Neil Moore joins Hayden and members of his 

team for a special presentation at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway. 

 

During the June motorcycle safety advertising flight, the Communications division saw an 

opportunity to leverage this media campaign with a MotoGP promotional ticket giveaway.  

Select radio stations located in various media markets throughout the state were provided with a 

traffic safety quiz, which they used to ask listeners a series of related questions.  When 

prompted, listeners would call in and answer multiple choice traffic safety questions and if 

answered correctly would win tickets to the race on behalf of the Council. 

 

CAMPAIGN: MOTORCYCLE AWARENESS 

RADIO/ TELEVISION  

POST DATES: 6/9 - 6/23/2009 

PURCHASED ACTUAL 

# of 
Spots 

Station 
Investment 

# of 
Spots 

Station 
Investment 

Gross 
Impressions 

Added Value 
Spots 

Added Value 
Total 

4,205 $160,047 4,218 $156,223 2,454,701 13 N/A 
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CAMPAIGN: MOTORCYCLE AWARENESS 

OUTDOOR  

POST DATES: JUNE 2009  

  PURCHASED ACTUAL 

County # of 
Boards 

Investment # of 
Boards 

Investment Added Value Added 
Value Total 

Marion 23 $15,071 27 $15,071 4 $2,620 

Lake/ LaPorte 8 $3,059 10 $3,059 2 $764 

Elkhart 5 $3,840 6 $3,840 1 $768 

Allen 4 $3,280 5 $3,280 1 $820 

Vanderburgh 4 $2,329 4 $2,329    

St. Joseph 2 $1,600 3 $1,600 1 $800 

Madison 2 $1,256 3 $1,256 1 $628 

Campaign Totals: 48 $30,435 58 $30,435 10 $6,400 

 

EARNED MEDIA: MOTORCYCLE AWARENESS 

 
OCT

-08 

NOV-

08 
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-08 
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09 

SEP

-09 

FY 

2009 

Statewide 
Releases 

                1       1 

Total Print & 
Online Articles 

              18 27 7 6   58 

Television 
Spots 

              7 10 3 4   24 

Total               25 38 10 10   83 
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EVALUATION 

Telephone Surveys 

A pre and post telephone survey was conducted during the spring of 2008 and 2009 to gauge 

driving habits before and after motorcycle promotional media.  Samples of 1,000 residents were 

surveyed about their impressions and knowledge of a variety of traffic safety messages.  The 

media slogans and campaigns are a crucial part to public education and social-norming; so it 

was valuable to know the positive changes in the number that recognized the media messaging. 

DRIVING HABITS SURVEY, MOTORCYCLE SAFETY SLOGAN RECOGNITION 2008 & 2009 

SLOGAN 2008 2009 

 PRE POST PRE POST 

Save a Life! Be Aware! Motorcycles are Everywhere 41.4% 51.7% 44.1% 47.4% 
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DANGEROUS DRIVING 
The Dangerous Driving program in Indiana focuses on speed, aggressive driving and failure to yield.  This 

program is designed to educate the public that there is more to traffic safety than buckling up and 

driving sober.  The efforts of this program are to decrease speeding, aggressive driving and failure to 

yield related crashes and fatalities.   

  

GOALS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

2009 GOAL RESULT15 ACHIEVED 

Reduce the number of speed related fatal 
collision from 165 in 2007 to 162 in 2009 

126 speed related fatal collisions 
in 200916  

Reduce the percentage of speed related 
collisions from 9.0% in 2007 to 8.8% in 

2009 

9.0% of collisions were speed 
related during 2009  

Reduce the percentage of speed related 
fatalities from 21% in 2007 to 20.1% in 

2009 

21.7% of fatalities were speed 
related in 2009  

Reduce the number of collisions caused by a 
vehicle that ran a red light17 from 4,740 in 

2007 to 4,559 in 2009 

4,343 collisions in 2008 were 
caused by a vehicle running a red 

light 
 

Reduce the number of aggressive driving18 
collisions from 3,044 in 2007 to 2,677 in 

2009 

3,103 collisions in 2009 were the 
result of aggressive driving  

 

The speed related fatal collisions have decreased nearly 24 percent from 2007 to 2009.  This is 

a true achievement because the rate of reduction for these collisions is faster than that of all fatal 

collisions in Indiana.  This achievement surpasses the 2009 goal and if this pace is maintained, 

than the 2011 goal of 151 should be achieved.   

                                            
15

 Data derived from the Indiana State Police Automated Reporting Information Exchange System.  Includes collisions 
reported to the system from January 1 through December 30, 2009.  Accurate as of 12/30/2009 
16

 Speed related collisions are indicated by “unsafe speed” or “speed too fast for weather conditions” as contributing 
circumstances on the crash report. 
17

 Red light running collisions now known as “disregard traffic signal or sign or sign.” Includes collisions at an intersection or 
two or more roads and disregard traffic signal or sign. Known as “disregard an intersection traffic control device” as of the 
FY 2010 HSP. 
18

 Aggressive driving applies to collisions where the following are reported: unsafe speed, failing to yield right of way, 
disregarding a traffic signal/sign, improper passing/turning/lane usage, or following too closely. Indiana Code requires three 
or more of these must combine to be considered aggressive driving.  For this reason, the ARIES system does not calculate 
the data is this way and figures may be slightly inflated. 
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Speed related collisions maintained at nine percent of all collisions in Indiana. This plateau could 

be explained by the increasing use of contributing circumstances on the traffic crash reports.  

Prior to updates (discussed further in the Traffic Records section), it was difficult for officers to 

input multiple contributing factors for a collision.  Improvements in crash reports can disguise the trends in 

traffic collisions if reporting changes are not noted properly.  Although traffic crash reports may 

help explain the speed related collisions goal, Indiana clearly fell short when working toward a 

reduction in the percent of speed related fatalities.  While fatal collisions are on the decline, 

speed related fatalities should be declining also.  The 2011 goal is to reduce the speed related 

fatalities to 19.3 percent and the TSD will utilized the aggressive driving programs to recover the 

2009 statistics and meet the long term goal.  

The collisions that involved red light running during 2008 were improved more than the goal set 

for 2009. Although data is not available for 2009, Indiana should maintain this downward trend 

and achieve the 2009 goal of less then 4,559 collisions and beat the 2011 goal of less than 

4,456 collisions.    

 

PROJECT DETAILS  
Counties receiving funding conducted overtime patrols in high crash and traffic areas with a zero 

tolerance enforcement strategy for dangerous driving behaviors.  In addition, the ISP provided 

supplemental patrols in many of these counties.   

 
The Dangerous Driving Enforcement grant (DDE) was developed by asking law enforcement 

agencies in the top 30 counties with the highest fatality counts to identify common crash causation 

elements that were not being addressed by impaired or occupant protection programs.  The 

purpose is to prevent crashes from occurring by focusing enforcement efforts on individuals 

exhibiting dangerous driving behaviors.  Twenty counties were awarded funding in FY 2009; the 

remaining ten counties were covered by special patrols conducted by ISP.     

 

MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 

Speed:  April 2009 

MEDIA FOCUS: STOP SPEEDING BEFORE SPEEDING STOPS YOU 

In an effort to increase awareness among the target demographic about the dangers and 

consequences of driving too fast or exceeding posted speed limits, the Communications division 

placed a statewide advertising buy in April consisting of radio, television and outdoor “Speed” 

media using NHTSA developed materials.  This two-week media flight advised the public that 
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law enforcement agencies were actively involved in conducting speed enforcement patrols during 

this time.   

 

CAMPAIGN: SPEED 

RADIO/ TELEVISION  

POST DATES: APRIL 2009 

PURCHASED ACTUAL 

# of 
Spots 

Station 
Investment 

# of 
Spots 

Station 
Investment 

Gross 
Impressions 

Added Value 
Spots 

Added 
Value Total 

4,357 $163,771 4,319 $161,524 4,302,890 1,019 $20,812 

 

CAMPAIGN: SPEED 

OUTDOOR  

POST DATES: APRIL 2009 

County # of 
Boards 

Investment # of 
Boards 

Investment Added Value Added 
Value Total 

Benton 1 $456 1 $456     

Elkhart 18 $13,824 20 $13,824 2 $1,536 

Fulton 1 $488 1 $488    

Jasper 1 $468 2 $468 1 $468 

LaGrange 1 $504 2 $504 1 $504 

Newton 1 $456 1 $456    

Noble 1 $536 1 $536    

Stueben 2 $1,072 2 $1,072    

Warren 1 $488 2 $488 1 $488 

Whitley 2 $1,072 3 $1,072 1 $1,072 

Lake 17 $7,000 23 $7,000 6 $2,472 

Campaign 
Totals 

46 $26,364 58 $26,364 12 $6,540 
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EARNED MEDIA: SPEED 

 
OCT
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FY 

2009 

Interviews             1           1 

Statewide 
Releases 

            1           1 

Total Print & 
Online Articles 

            35           35 

Television 
Spots 

            7 1 1 4     13 

Total             44 1 1 4     50 

 

EVALUATION 

Telephone Surveys 

A pre and post telephone survey was conducted during the spring of 2008 and 2009 to gauge 

driving habits before and after speed messages were delivered through media.  Samples of 

1,000 residents were surveyed about their impressions and knowledge of a variety of traffic 

safety messages.  The media slogans and campaigns are a crucial part to public education and 

social-norming; so it was valuable to know the positive changes in the number that recognized the 

media messaging. 

DRIVING HABITS SURVEY, SPEED SLOGAN RECOGNITION 2008 & 2009 

SLOGAN 2008 2009 

 PRE POST PRE POST 

Obey the Sign or Pay the Fine 33.7% 37.7% 35.0% 37.8% 

Stop Speeding Before Speeding Stops You. 18.9% 19.1% 24.3% 21.2% 
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TRAFFIC RECORDS 

GOALS AND ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
2009 GOAL RESULT ACHIEVED 

Increase the percent of electronic crash 
report submissions from 88% in FY 2007 

to 99% in FY 2009 
99.6% electronic reports 

 

Increase the percent of electronic crash 
reports submitted within five days of the 

crash to 80% in FY 2009 

83.8% of reports within five days 
of the crash  

 

In 2009 the percent of crash reports submitted electronically continued to climb to over 99 

percent.  The timeliness and accuracy of the crash location and reports will be looked at further 

for ways of improvement.  In FY 2009, the crash report timeliness improved to its sixth 

consecutive year of improvement 83.8 percent and surpassed the FY 2009 goal (see Graph H).  

The 2010 goal is to receive 90% of all reports within five days. 

Graph H 

 

Data from Indiana State Police Automated Records Information Exchange System. 

 

In addition to the two goals set in FY 2007, traffic records achievements also include: 

 
 Indiana Supreme Court’s electronic Citation and Warning System (eCWS) has received 

two additional awards.  At the 2009 Governors Highway Safety Association (GHSA) 

conference, JTAC was awarded the prestigious Peter K. O’Rourke Special Achievement 
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Award for their development and deployment of eCWS.  The Peter K. O’Rourke 

Special Achievement Awards recognizes notable achievements in of highway safety.   

 The second award JTAC received was the best practice award from the Association of 

Transportation Safety Information Professionals at the 35th International Forum on 

Traffic Records and Highway Safety Information Systems conference.  

PROJECT DETAILS 

ARIES 2009 

The Automated Reporting Information Exchange System (ARIES), which is the application used by 

law enforcement to enter and store electronic crash reports was upgraded in 2009.   The 

primary improvements included changes that will improve the time it takes for an officer to 

complete a report at scene and supplement a report.  Training and deployment to law 

enforcement over the state began in late 2009 and will continue through early 2010 with the 

new version. 

Coroner’s Data Submission Project 

The coroner’s data submission project was originally allocated 408 funds in FY 2006 to increase 

the timeliness of the submission of motor vehicle fatality report forms to the State’s FARS within 

48 hours of the fatality.  During 2009, the submission rate for coroners submitting motor vehicle 

fatalities in the online database improved to 79 of the 92 counties in the state.   

 EMS Data Registry Program 

Effective January 1, 2010, the EMS online reporting database will go online and is expected to 

increase EMS run data submission in 2010 by approximately 60 percent. The Firehouse reporting 

software has been distributed to nearly 900 EMS service providers in Indiana during 2009, at no 

cost to the providers.  Training in the application took place in the first and second quarter of 

2009.  Continual training in the Firehouse application will continue in 2010. 

Trauma Registry Project 

The Indiana Trauma Registry (ITR) is the foundation component of the Indiana trauma system, 

providing the means to monitor the system for efficiency and effectiveness in hopes of improving 

injury data submitted by hospitals for those involved in a traffic collision. The ITR was 

implemented in May, 2007, with initial participation by the seven Level I or Level II trauma 

centers in Indiana. In 2008, 15 critical access hospitals began to enter data on injured patients 

transferred to a higher level of care on a pilot basis. In 2009, the number of hospitals 

participating in ITR increased to 38.  Although the registry presently does not have enough data 

to provide valuable statistics to the districts or across the state, the trauma registry plan for 2010 

includes increasing the number of participating hospitals by 50 percent.   
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Center for Road Safety 

From October 2008 to September 2009, the CRS at Purdue University continued to assist the TSD 

to improve road safety in Indiana.  CRS once again continued to assess and evaluate the three 

separate observational seat belt surveys conducted annually.  The CRS team also conducted two 

studies.  The first was an injury severity model, which was used to estimate charges for each 

person involved in a crash.  The second was a model to evaluate interactions between speed and 

safety belt usage on the final injury outcomes.  CRS also continued to work to improve the Crash 

Outcome Data Evaluation System (CODES) in Indiana.  In 2009, CRS was able to double the 

number of crash, EMS and hospital data links from the 2006 level.  

Electronic Citation/Warning System 

The Judicial Technology & Automation Committee (JTAC), a division of the Indiana Supreme 

Court’s division of State Court Administration accepted the role of designing an electronic traffic 

citation system. The purpose of this project is to provide a statewide end-to-end solution for the 

electronic transmission of a traffic violation.   This program will also bring together systems that 

will build on a statewide case management system, which will include information sharing 

between Indiana’s court, clerks, Indiana BMV, and law enforcement agencies.  This system 

provides technology to ensure that at the initial point of a traffic stop, all pertinent information is 

received and transmitted accurately to all entities for appropriate adjudication and/or reporting 

requirements as it pertains to traffic violations.            

JTAC worked with the TSD to train and deploy eCWS to approximately 80 additional law 

enforcement agencies.  The TSD provided law enforcement agencies equipment grants for e-

citation equipment by giving them 75 percent of the total cost of a printer and scanner 

package.  In total, JTAC has trained and deployed eCWS to 148 law enforcement agencies.  

There are approximately 5,500 users in the central repository database that have been set-up 

to use Indiana’s e-ticket solution. As of October 2009, over 1.6 million citations had been 

written using the eCWS system.                     

The increase from FY 2008 to the conclusion of FY 2009 has brought about a significant 

improvement in the percentage of eCWS citations in the database.  During FY 2009, agencies 

submitted 770,703 eCWS traffic tickets electronically.   This increase represents a 59 percent 

increase, which surpassed the goal of increasing eCWS submissions by 50 percent in FY 2009. 

Lastly, JTAC in conjunction with the Commercial Motor Vehicle Enforcement Division (CMVED) 

completed a court Bench Book for violations related to the operation of Commercial Motor 

Vehicle holders who operate on Indiana highways.  This manual acquaints judges with 

commercial motor vehicle violations and the penalties associated with these violations.  Judges 

will be able to accurately dispose of these cases and access the proper disqualification period 

for violations committed by Commercial Motor Vehicle holders.  
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FY 2009 EXTRAS 

LOOKING BEYOND THE T ICKET 
The TSD encouraged law enforcement to look beyond the ticket during FY 2009 because traffic 

enforcement is only the surface of what officers can influence while working these programs.  

During FY 2009, agencies that worked the TSD funded programs were responsible for arresting 

people for 7,906 criminal misdemeanors and 1,697 criminal felonies.  Numerous law 

enforcement agencies reported significant events that occurred while working our enforcement 

programs.  Below are a few examples of officers going above and looking beyond the ticket.   

 

OPO & BCC 

While working Over the Limit. Under Arrest., a Greenfield Police Officer received a call of a 

possible drunk driver.  The officer attempted to stop the driver which turned into a 15 mile 

vehicle pursuit before the vehicle was stopped.  After officers approached the vehicle, the 

officers found out that the driver was not drunk but was rather a nine year old boy who had 

taken his parents’ vehicle. 

During Click It or Ticket, the Rossville Police Department showed a 17.6% increase in their seat 

belt usage rate, from 75.5 percent to 93.1 percent.  They also made one OWI/metabolites 

arrest with 5.7 grams of Marijuana seized during a consensual search. 

During the March blitz, Portage Police Department stopped a vehicle for 60 mph in a 30 mph 

zone.  The driver was intoxicated and refused all tests.  A blood warrant was sought and 

obtained.  The driver was arrested for felony DUI- refusal and felony Habitual Traffic Violations. 

He was issued seven citations during the stop.  This was the drivers sixth DUI since 1995. 

During BCC enforcement, the Kokomo Police Department issued 156 seat belt citations and three 

child restraint citations.  This enforcement also resulted in an OWI arrest with a .21 breath 

alcohol content, 1 driving while suspended with priors, 1 driving while suspended infraction, 2 

misdemeanor warrant arrests for failure to appear (battery resulting in bodily injury and 

purchase of more than 3 grams of precursor), and a body attachment arrest.  A report was also 

initiated for confiscated property. 

Also during BCC enforcement, the Lake County Police Department stopped a vehicle traveling 81 

mph in a 20 mph zone.  The driver was arrested for reckless driving.  During an inventory search 

the officer discovered a bank envelope with $350.00 cash and a small clear plastic baggy with 

a white powder substance that later tested positive for cocaine.  The suspect was also charged 

with possession of a controlled substance.  Officers also recovered a stolen vehicle, wrote 6 
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tickets for no insurance, had 3 arrests for outstanding warrants and had one public intoxication 

charge.   

 

RDP 

During RDP the Crawford County Sheriff’s Department found a man the police pulled over for 

having a seat belt violation that was on the terrorist watch list.  Crawford County Sheriff’s 

Department also had an OWI arrest, three drivers with a suspended license, and one with a 

warrant.  Milltown Police Department was able to make a drug arrest following a seat belt stop.  

Brown County Sheriff’s Department made a felony drug arrest, served a warrant for fraud from 

another county and had eight drivers with suspended licenses.  Bloomfield Police Department was 

able to arrest an armed and dangerous felon from out of state.  Warren County Sheriff’s 

Department had an arrest for driving with a suspended license.  Decatur Police Department 

made an arrest for a driver with a suspended license and recovered drugs and a handgun that 

had been stolen from a home in a neighboring county in a search incident to the arrest. 

 

LEL H IGHLIGHTS 
The seven regional LELs located throughout Indiana work at the community level as advocates for 

the implementation, monitoring and administration of the state’s traffic safety initiatives.  Annual 

on-site monitoring visits to grantee law enforcement agencies, recruitment of new agencies, 

coordinating media events, as well as educating local communities about the importance of 

following safe driving practices, are all components of the LEL program.   

 

Besides being the primary contact to law enforcement agencies throughout the state for traffic 

safety programs, the LELs also help retrieve crash reports, blood alcohol content results and 

coroner’s reports.  These efforts have all helped to improve the reporting quality of crash data 

throughout Indiana over the past few years.  Greater oversight of grantees by the LELs through 

more consistent and thorough monitoring has also improved the fiscal accountability and 

performance of the grantees.  In FY 2009, the number of traffic related citations written on grant 

funds went up for seat belt citations, DUI arrests and speeding, which brought the total cost per 

citation down over 2007.  This attention to detail in addressing both education and enforcement 

being brought to local communities by the LELs has undoubtedly had an impact in reducing 

crashes and fatalities in Indiana.   
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Some additional highlights of the LEL program in FY 2009 are: 

 399 on-site monitorings of grantees conducted  

 91 grant or coordinator trainings conducted 

 222 community relations meetings attended 

 Helped organize and/or attended 31 media events 

 Nearly 95,000 miles traveled throughout Indiana 

 Increased number of counties with a local agency participating in a TSD funded 

program from 75 counties in FY 2008 to 79 counties in FY 2009  

 Recognized at the annual NHTSA LEL conference for “Best of the Best in NHTSA Region 

5” out of all other LEL programs in the region 

 

 

For their outstanding efforts in coordinating with more than 250 law enforcement agencies throughout the state to 

advance a host of traffic safety initiatives. These initiatives include impaired driving, dangerous driving, child passenger  

safety and seat belt use. 
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FEDERAL FUNDS 

PROGRAM FUNDING 

Section 402  

Based on problems identified by the state, section 402 program funds are used to support the 

state’s highway safety plan.  Section 402 funds act as a resource to support programs that 

address a wide range of highway safety problems related to human factors that contribute to 

the reduction of crashes, deaths, and injuries.  

In FY 2009, a majority of section 402 award supported Indiana’s OPO, BCC enforcement, 

research and media buys for traffic safety messaging.   

Section 406 

After the passage of Indiana’s primary seat belt bill in 2007, Indiana received $15.7 million in 

section 405 funds.  These funds were used as a resource in FY 2009 to supplement funding of 

currently existing programs and also to establish new traffic safety programs to reduce crashes 

and fatalities in Indiana.   

In FY 2009, 406 funds were utilized for planning and administration, various impaired driving 

programs, ISP, communication, electronic citation equipment and the DDE program.   

Section 410  

Section 410 funds are used to support the development, implementation, or continued 

enforcement of programs aimed at reducing traffic safety problems from persons driving under 

the influence of alcohol or controlled substances.   

In FY 2009, over half of section 410 funds supported impaired driving countermeasures such as 

DUI Taskforce enforcement.  The remaining funds were used to support additional impaired 

driving, community traffic service and police traffic service programs. 

Section 405  

The occupant protection incentive grant provides funds to be used for the development, 

implementation, or continued enforcement of programs aimed at reducing highway deaths and 

injuries resulting from individuals riding unrestrained or improperly restrained in motor vehicles.  

In FY 2009, the section 405 funds were distributed to Indiana’s occupant protection programs.  

Funds supported the Automotive Safety Program, as well as the Law Enforcement Liaison 

program, program manager and communications initiatives aimed at increasing occupant 

protection awareness and education.   
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Section 2010  

Section 2010 of SAFETEA-LU provides an incentive grant to encourage the adoption and 

implementation of effective programs to reduce the number of single and multi-vehicle crashes 

involving motorcyclists.  Section 2010 funds are used for motorcyclist safety training and 

motorcyclist awareness programs, including improvement of training curricula, delivery of training 

as well as public awareness and outreach programs.   

In FY 2009, section 2010 funds supported the lease of a motorcycle training facility, the 

purchase of new training motorcycles, as well as public awareness media campaigns regarding 

motorcycles. 

Section 408  

Section 408 provides funding for the development and implementation of traffic records system 

improvements.  Section 408 funds provide for the improvement of timeliness, accuracy, and 

uniformity of safety data.  Funds also support the linking of state data systems, specifically traffic 

records with other data systems within the state.   

In FY 2009, 408 funds were used to support the traffic records e-citation program, with the rest 

of the funds supporting the trauma registry program, traffic records coordinator, the EMS 

software upgrade, and the crash mapping repository upgrade.   

Section 2011 

Legislation was passed in the 2009 Indiana legislative session to clean up the statutory language 

of the child passenger safety restraint code.  These changes were later determined by NHTSA to 

qualify Indiana for the section 2011 child safety and child booster seat incentive grant.  These 

funds were used to help reduce the number of unrestrained and improperly restrained children 

injured or killed in motor vehicle crashes.   

These funds were not planned or budgeted for FY 2009; however, they will be used by the 

Automotive Safety Program to purchase additional child restraint devices for distribution and to 

enhance their educational efforts to inform the public on proper usage. 

 

FUNDING STRATEGY 
In order to determine grantee funding eligibility and award amounts in FY 2009, ICJI continued 

to use its objective, two-pronged funding formula.  Using a combined blanket and targeted 

funding strategy, the formula allows for focus to be placed on high fatality counties while still 

continuing funding on a statewide basis. 

To create a maximum funding level for each group, the TSD established the following four county 

population categories: small (population fewer than 30,000); medium (population between 
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30,000 and 49,000); large, (population between 50,000 and 99,000); and extra large 

(population greater than 100,000). In following the first part of the formula, the TSD evaluates 

each grant proposal to determine its funding eligibility based on the following criteria: submission 

of an explanation of how the proposal specifically addresses Indiana’s traffic fatalities, the 

previous effectiveness of the program for the agency and the agency’s data reporting quality.  

While some programs concentrate on statewide or regional solutions, special emphasis will be 

placed on grantees to develop local solutions to local problems.   

The second part of the formula involves targeting counties with the highest fatality numbers with 

additional funding beyond the blanket approach. Funding will be made available through de-

obligated funds carried over from the previous fiscal year’s grantees.  Using unrestrained, 

dangerous driving and alcohol related crashes or fatalities as indicators for increased funding, 

ICJI will continue to examine trends in order to identify those jurisdictions that account for the 

majority of the State’s traffic fatalities.  Those counties will then become eligible for any 

available funding based on their ability to identify their specific problem through data and to 

present new and innovative traffic strategies with formalized evaluation of the programs.   
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FISCAL SUMMARY 
TRAFFIC SAFETY BUDGET BREAKDOWN, BY PROGRAM AREA19 

  402 405 406 408 410 2010 Total 

P&A     523,333.00       523,333.00 

Occupant 
Protection 

841,482.94 381,799.00 99,806.00       1,323,087.94 

Alcohol     1,649,617.20   1,526,334.86   3,175,952.06 

PTS 2,061,901.82   54,278.77   654,146.00   2,770,326.59 

CTS20 747,355.00 90,968.01 1,069,683.82     109,720.00 2,017,726.83 

Traffic 
Records 

174,578.44   292,731.56 397,427.74     864,737.74 

Dangerous 
Driving 

    1,038,284.30       1,038,284.30 

Total 3,825,318.20 472,767.01 4,727,734.65 397,427.74 2,180,480.86 109,720.00 11,713,448.46 

                                            
19 Amounts accurate as of 12/31/2009 and subject to change. 

20 Includes funding for the motorcycle program in section 2010.   
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2 0 0 9 4 0 6 4 0 2 J 8 4 0 5 A 20 1 0 4 0 8 1 5 4 To ta l State State T o t a l   

 

B u d g e t     ( N e w  4 1 0  A l c o h o l )    Motorcyc l e Traf f i c  Record s H E Fed. Funds Hard  Mat c h Soft  Match F e d e r a l  &  S t a t e 

Resources             
Est. 2008 Carry Forward/  
Beginning Bal.   

1 0 , 7 3 2 , 3 3 7   9 2 8 , 8 2 7   1 , 3 0 8 , 7 0 9   4 5 , 1 6 4   118,576  624,352  12,13 4,61 0  27,41 6,04 8  0   0   2 7 , 4 1 6 , 0 4 8   

FY 2009 Award Est.  
0   4 , 4 7 8 , 4 3 1   2 , 2 1 3 , 4 5 1   6 8 3 , 2 8 7   122,952  527,472  0   8, 0 2 5 , 5 9 3   0   0   8 , 0 2 5 , 5 9 3   

2009 State Match  
0   0   0   0   0   0   0   0   52 3 ,33 3   0   5 2 3 , 3 3 3   

Total  Resources  
1 0 , 7 3 2 , 3 3 7   5 , 4 0 7 , 2 5 8   3 , 5 2 2 , 1 6 0   7 2 8 , 4 5 1   241,528  1 ,151 ,824   12,13 4,61 0  35,44 1,64 1  52 3 ,33 3   0   3 5 , 9 6 4 , 9 7 4   

Planning and Administrative (P&A)                 0         

Planning & Administration-Federal 5 2 3 , 3 3 3 5 2 3 , 3 3 3   0   0   0   0   0   0   5 2 3 , 3 3 3   0   0   5 2 3 , 3 3 3   

Planning & Administration-State 5 2 3 , 3 3 3 0   0   0   0   0   0   0   0   52 3 ,33 3   0   5 2 3 , 3 3 3   

   Sub-total P&A 1 , 0 4 6 , 6 6 6 5 2 3 , 3 3 3   0   0   0   0   0   0   5 2 3 , 3 3 3   52 3 ,33 3   0   1 , 0 4 6 , 6 6 6   

Section II: Occupancy Protection                 0         

Program Management 6 2 , 2 6 2 0   0   0   6 2 , 2 6 2   0   0   0   62 ,262  0   0   6 2 , 2 6 2   

Automotive Safety Program 7 2 5 , 0 0 0 9 9 , 8 0 6   3 0 5 , 6 5 7   0   3 1 9 , 5 3 7   0   0   0   7 2 5 , 0 0 0   0   0   7 2 5 , 0 0 0   

Seat Belt Enforcement (OPO) 6 0 4 , 1 9 7 0   5 3 5 , 8 2 6   0   0   0   0   0   5 3 5 , 8 2 6   0   0   6 0 4 , 1 9 7   

   Sub-total Occ Protection 1 , 3 9 1 , 4 5 9 9 9 , 8 0 6   8 4 1 , 4 8 3   0   3 8 1 , 7 9 9   0   0   0   1, 3 2 3 , 0 8 8   0   0   1 , 3 2 3 , 0 8 8   

Section III: Alcohol                 0         

Program Management 7 2 , 8 4 6 0   0   7 2 , 1 2 5   0   0   0   0   72 ,125  0   0   7 2 , 8 4 6   

FACT Teams 1 , 1 2 4 , 4 3 6 8 6 6 , 5 4 7   0   0   0   0   0   0   8 6 6 , 5 4 7   0   0   1 , 1 2 4 , 4 3 6   

Enforcement (DUI Task Force) 1 , 9 1 7 , 0 0 0 3 0 9 , 6 0 4   0   1 , 4 5 4 , 2 1 0   0   0   0   0   1, 7 6 3 , 8 1 4   0   0   1 , 9 1 7 , 0 0 0   

SFST/DRE 1 9 7 , 5 9 9 1 1 9 , 1 1 5   0   0   0   0   0   0   1 1 9 , 1 1 5   0   0   1 9 7 , 5 9 9   

Traffic Safety Resource Prosecutor 1 9 7 , 4 0 9 1 5 0 , 0 0 0   0   0   0   0   0   0   1 5 0 , 0 0 0   0   0   1 9 7 , 4 0 9   

Excise Police 9 7 , 4 9 0 5 4 , 3 5 2   0   0   0   0   0   0   54 ,352  0   0   9 7 , 4 9 0   

SADD 1 5 0 , 0 0 0 1 5 0 , 0 0 0   0   0   0   0   0   0   1 5 0 , 0 0 0   0   0   1 5 0 , 0 0 0   

   Sub-total Alcohol 3 , 7 5 6 , 7 8 0 1 , 6 4 9 , 6 1 7 0 1 , 5 2 6 , 3 3 5 0 0 0 0 3, 1 7 5 , 9 5 2   0 0 3 , 1 7 5 , 9 5 2   

Section IV:  PTS                 0         

Program Management 6 2 , 3 0 0 0   5 7 , 0 0 2   0   0   0   0   0   57 ,002  0   0   6 2 , 3 0 0   

Statewide Training 1 5 , 0 0 0 2 , 0 4 4   2 , 7 5 5   0   0   0   0   0   4 ,799   0   0   1 5 , 0 0 0   
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OPO Awards Banquet 7 5 , 0 0 0 3 7 , 4 4 4   3 6 , 8 5 3   0   0   0   0   0   74 ,296  0   0   7 5 , 0 0 0   

BCC Enforcement 2 , 0 3 6 , 8 4 5 0   1 , 9 6 5 , 2 9 3   0   0   0   0   0   1, 9 6 5 , 2 9 3   0   0   2 , 0 3 6 , 8 4 5   

Indiana State Police 1 , 3 0 0 , 0 0 0 1 4 , 7 9 1   0   6 5 4 , 1 4 6   0   0   0   0   6 6 8 , 9 3 6   0   0   1 , 3 0 0 , 0 0 0   

   Sub-total PTA 3 , 4 8 9 , 1 4 5 5 4 , 2 7 9 2 , 0 6 1 , 9 0 2 6 5 4 , 1 4 6 0 0 0 0 2, 7 7 0 , 3 2 6   0 0 2 , 7 7 0 , 3 2 6   

Section V: Community TS                 0         

LEL Program 4 9 0 , 0 0 0 1 3 9 , 6 0 0   1 3 9 , 6 0 0   0   0   0   0   0   2 7 9 , 2 0 0   0   0   4 9 0 , 0 0 0   

Media / Communications Division 1 , 7 3 4 , 8 8 9 8 8 7 , 8 8 9   6 0 7 , 7 5 5   0   9 0 , 9 6 8   109,720  0   0   1, 6 9 6 , 3 3 2   0   0   1 , 7 3 4 , 8 8 9   

Community Awareness  4 5 , 0 0 0 4 2 , 1 9 5   0   0   0   0   0   0   42 ,195  0   0   4 5 , 0 0 0   

   Sub-total Community TS 2 , 2 6 9 , 8 8 9 1 , 0 6 9 , 6 8 4 7 4 7 , 3 5 5 0 9 0 , 9 6 8 109 ,720 0 0 2, 0 1 7 , 7 2 7   0 0 2 , 0 1 7 , 7 2 7   

Section VI: Traffic Records                 0         

Program Management 7 1 , 9 0 0 0   0   0   0   0   63 ,4 35   0   63 ,435  0   0   7 1 , 9 0 0   

The Center/ Purdue  4 6 9 , 6 0 0 2 9 2 , 7 3 2   1 7 4 , 5 7 8   0   0   0   0   0   4 6 7 , 3 1 0   0   0   4 6 9 , 6 0 0   

Trauma Registry Program 1 1 8 , 0 4 8 0   0   0   0   0   80 ,0 23   0   80 ,023  0   0   1 1 8 , 0 4 8   

ARIES 1 8 3 , 0 0 0 0   0   0   0   0   75 ,3 40   0   75 ,340  0   0   1 8 3 , 0 0 0   

E-Citation Program 1 5 4 , 5 2 4 0   0   0   0   0   178,630  0   1 7 8 , 6 3 0   0   0   1 5 4 , 5 2 4   

   Sub-total Traffic Records 9 9 7 , 0 7 2 2 9 2 , 7 3 2 1 7 4 , 5 7 8 0 0 0 3 97 , 4 2 8 0 8 6 4, 7 3 8   0 0 8 6 4 , 7 3 8   

Section VII: Motorcycles                 0         

 

0 0   0   0   0   0   0   0   0   0   0   0   

N/A for FY 09 (see Section V  
Community Awareness) 

0 0   0   0   0   0   0   0   0   0   0   0   

   Sub-total Motorcycles 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0   0 0 0   

Section VIII: Dangerous Driving                 0         

Dangerous & Impaired Driving 1 , 2 6 2 , 5 2 8 1 , 0 3 8 , 2 8 4   0   0   0   0   0   0   1, 0 3 8 , 2 8 4   0   0   1 , 0 3 8 , 2 8 4   

   Sub-total Dangerous Driving 1 , 2 6 2 , 5 2 8 1 , 0 3 8 , 2 8 4 0 0 0 0 0 0 1, 0 3 8 , 2 8 4   0 0 1 , 0 3 8 , 2 8 4 

 

                0         

Total 2009 Budget Expenditures 1 4 , 2 1 3 , 5 3 9 4 , 7 2 7 , 7 3 4 3 , 8 2 5 , 3 1 8 2 , 1 8 0 , 4 8 0 4 7 2 , 7 6 7 109 ,720 3 97 , 4 2 8 0 11,71 3,44 8  5 2 3 ,3 3 3 0 1 2 , 2 3 6 , 7 8 1   
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LEGISLATIVE SUMMARY 
In FY 2009 there was significant legislation that directly affects traffic safety in Indiana.  

Additionally, there were a few minor enhancements to the traffic code to further improve safety 

on Indiana roadways. 

GRADUATED DRIVER’S LICENSES 
Significant changes were made to Indiana’s Graduated Driver’s Licensing Laws in Indiana during 

FY 2009.  Some changes became effective July 1, 2009 while others will become effective July 

1, 2010. 

Cell Phones and Text Messaging Banned for Persons Under Age 18 except to make a 

911 Call  

IC 9-21-11-3.3.  Person may not operate motor vehicle “while using a telecommunications 

device” until age 18 unless being used to make 911 call 

“Telecommunications Device” defined 

I.C. 9-24-11-0.5.  “. . .an electronic or digital telecommunications device.”  Note:  device need not 

be “handheld”. 

Nighttime Driving Prohibited 

IC 9-24-11-3.3.  Nighttime driving between the hours of 10:00 P.M. and 5:00 A.M. is prohibited 

for the first 180 days.  After 180 days, nighttime driving is prohibited between 11:00 P.M. to 

5:00 A.M. Sunday through Thursday and 1:00 A.M. to 5:00 A.M. Friday through Saturday until 

age 18.  Exceptions: Driving to work, school,  or church related functions or if accompanied by a 

25 year old validly licensed driver. 

Passenger Restrictions 

IC 9-24-11(c)(2).  No passengers for the first 90 days unless there is a validly licensed driver, at 

least 21 years old in the passenger seat.  Thereafter, there can be no more passengers than the 

number of seat belts in the vehicle.  Exceptions:  siblings and/or children of the driver or spouse 

and/or child of the driver.  An unlicensed parent, guardian or step parent who is at least 21 

years old and in the front seat may accompany driver. 

No Diversion for Probationary License Drivers Under Age 18 

IC 33-39-1-8.  No Diversion for drivers holding a probationary license and under age 18 for 

certain criminal offenses and certain traffic infractions.    

ADDITIONAL CHANGES BECOME EFFECTIVE JULY 1,2010 
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Learner’s Permits 

IC 9-24-7-1(a)  Currently the minimum age to receive a learner’s permit is 15 years with driver’s 

education and 16 years without driver’s education with no minimum age for starting driver’s 

education classroom portion.  The mandatory holding period for a learner’s permit before 

obtaining a probationary driver’s license is two (2) months with no minimum amount of supervised 

driving required prior to issuance of the probationary license.   

IC 9-24-7-1(b).  Effective July 1, 2010, the minimum age to receive a learner’s permit will 

increase to 15 years and six months with driver’s education with the minimum age for starting 

driver’s education classroom training to increase also to 15 years and six (6) months.  The 

mandatory holding period for a learner’s permit before obtaining a probationary driver’s license 

will increase to six (6) months with a minimum of 50 hours of supervised practice with a licensed 

instructor or a licensed driver at least 25 years old or a spouse that at least 21 years old will be 

required before a probationary license will be issued.  Ten hours of the driving shall be nighttime 

driving. 

Probationary Driver’s Licenses 

IC 9-24-3-2.  Currently, the minimum age for issuance of a probationary driver’s license is 16 

years and one (1) month with driver’s education and 16 years and six (6) months without driver’s 

education.   

IC 9-24-3-2.5.  Effective July 1, 2010, the minimum age for issuance of a probationary driver’s 

license will increase to 16 years and six (6) months with driver’s education and 16 years and nine 

(9) months without driver’s education. 

 

CHILD PASSENGER SAFETY 

Child Passengers of Out of State Drivers Must Be Properly Restrained 

IC 9-19-11-2.  A person who operates a motor vehicle in which there is a child less than eight (8) 

years of age who is not properly fastened and restrained according to the child restraint system 

manufacturer’s instruction s by a child restraint system commits a Class D infraction.  The exception 

to this requirement for out of state drivers has been eliminated so that the child restraint laws 

apply to all drivers. 

Exceptions to Child Restraint Requirements Must Documented and Carried  

IC 9-19-11-1.  A person may be found not to have violated the child restraint laws if the person 

carries a certificate from a physician, physician’s assistant, or advanced practice nurse stating 

that it would be impractical to require that a child be fastened an restrained by a child restraint 
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system because of physical condition, deformity or a medical condition and presents the 

certificate to the police officer or to the court. 

“Antique vehicle” and “school bus Defined for Purposes of Child Restraint Law  

IC 9-19-2-3 and IC 9-19-2-161.  “Antique vehicle” and “school bus” are defined for purposes of 

IC 9-19-11-1 which lists exceptions for certain motor vehicles from the child passenger restraint 

laws.  Child passenger restraint laws do not apply to “antique vehicles” and “school buses”. 

 

GOLF CARTS  

Golf Carts Prohibited on Public Highways 

IC 9-21-8-57.  Golf carts may not be operated on a highway except in accordance with locally 

adopted ordinance that authorizes the operation of a golf cart on the highway.  Violation is a 

class C Infraction 

Golf Cart Defined 

I.C. 9-13-2-69.7.  “Golf cart” means a four (4) wheeled motor vehicle originally and specifically 

designed and intended to transport one (1) or more individuals and golf clubs for the purpose of 

playing the game of golf on a golf course. 

Exclusions from Definition of “golf cart” 

“Golf carts” are excluded from the following statutory provisions: 

The definition of “low speed vehicle” – I.C. 9-13-2-94.5 

Provisions on obtaining certificates of title – I.C. 9-17-1-1 

Provisions for registering vehicles and obtaining plates –I.C. 9-18-11 

Various equipment requirements – I.C. 9-19-1-1  

Provisions on abandoned motor vehicles – I.C. 9-22-1-1 

Provisions on salvage motor vehicles – I.C. 9-22-3-0.5 and on scrapping motor vehicles – I.C. 9-

22-5-16   

         

Cities or Towns May Regulate by Local Ordinance    

I.C. 9-21-1-3 and IC 9-21-1-3.3.  Cities or towns may adopt by local ordinance additional 

traffic regulations concerning the use of golf carts on a highway under the jurisdiction of the cities 
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or the towns. Ordinances adopted under this subsection may not conflict with or duplicate state 

law.  Fines assessed for a violation of a traffic ordinance adopted by a city or a town under this 

section shall be deposited into the general fund of the city or town.  A person who violates 

subsection (a) commits a Class C infraction.  

Valid Driver’s License Required 

IC 9-24-1-7(b).  City or Town Ordinances must require that an individual who operates a golf 

cart in the city or town possess a valid driver’s license. 

Equipment May Be Required 

IC 9-21-9-0.5(b).   Locally adopted ordinances permitting golf carts may require a golf cart to 

display a “slow moving vehicle emblem or a red or amber flashing lamp. 

Glass Removal Required 

IC 9-26-6-0.5.  A person removing a wrecked or damaged golf cart from a street or highway 

must remove any glass or other foreign material dropped upon the street or highway from the 

vehicle. 

 

SCHOOL BUSES 

Passing a School Bus with Stop Arm Extended Prohibited 

IC 9-21-8-52(b).   A person who operates a vehicle and recklessly passes a school bus stopped 

on a roadway when the stop arm is extended commits a class B misdemeanor. 

Enhanced Penalties 

IC 9-21-8-52(b).  The offense is a class A misdemeanor if it results in bodily injury to a person. 

License Suspension 

IC 9-21-8-52(c).  If the offense results in bodily injury or property damage, the court shall 

recommend a license suspension for a fixed period of not less than 30 days and not more than 

one (1) year. 

End of Route Inspection Required 

IC 9-21-12-19.  A person who operates a school bus or special purpose bus must visually inspect 

each seat at the end of a trip to determine that no student or passenger has remained.  

Inspection must be performed before operator exits the bus.  When students are left on board, a 

report must be made to school superintendant immediately.  Must be reported by school 
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superintendant to Department of Education within five (5) days.  Violation of the statute requiring 

inspection is a class C infraction. 

Stopping at Railroad Crossings Required at All Times 

IC 9-21-12-17.  School buses and special purpose buses are now required to stop at railroad 

crossings even when not carrying passengers.  Failure to stop is a class C misdemeanor. 

 

LEAVING THE SCENE OF A PROPERTY DAMAGE ACCIDENT 

Duties of Driver Involved in Property Damage Accident 

IC 9-26-1-2.   Drivers involved in an accident that does not result in injury or death or entrapment 

of a person and that does not involve the transportation of hazardous materials but that does 

result in damage to a vehicle that is driven or attended by a person must immediately do the 

following:  1) stop the vehicle at the scene or as close as possible in a manner that does not 

impede or obstruct traffic more than is necessary.  If the accident occurs on federal interstate 

highway or access ramp, the driver shall move the vehicle off of the highway or ramp as soon as 

safely possible to a place as close to the accident as possible that does not impede or obstruct 

traffic more than necessary; and 2)  remain at the scene until he does the following upon request:  

give his name, address, and registration information , gives name and address of owner and 

occupants of the vehicle he was driving if different, provide proof of financial responsibility for 

the motor vehicle, exhibits the driver’s license to the driver of each vehicle involved in the 

accident. 

 

ABANDONED VEHICLES  

Time Period in which Vehicle May Be Considered Abandoned Reduced to 24 Hours 

Abandoned Vehicle on Interstate or State Highway Towed After 24 Hours  

IC 9-22-1-11.  Law enforcement are required to tag “abandoned” vehicles with a notice that the 

vehicle will be towed after 24 hours if the abandoned vehicle is on or within the right of way of 

an interstate or state highway and that the owner shall be responsible for the costs of towing, 

removal, storage and disposal of the “abandoned” vehicle.  Owner may avoid costs by removing 

vehicle within 24 hours 
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Abandoned Vehicles on Rental Property Towed After 24 Hours  

IC 9-22-1-15.  A person who finds an “abandoned” vehicle on private property my personally 

arrange for removal of the vehicle by complying with IC 9-22-1-16.  Such person must tag the 

abandoned vehicle with a notice that the vehicle will be towed after 24 hours if the abandoned 

vehicle is on or within the right of way of an interstate or state highway and that the owner shall 

be responsible for the costs of towing, removal, storage and disposal of the “abandoned” 

vehicle.  Owner may avoid costs by removing vehicle within 24 hours 

Abandoned Vehicles on Rental Property Immediately Towed in Emergency Situation 

IC 9-22-1-16.  Person who owns or controls private or rental property may have abandoned 

vehicles towed from the property after 24 hours if the “abandoned” vehicle has not been 

removed.  However, in an emergency situation, the abandoned vehicle may be removed 

immediately.  “Emergency situation” means that the presence of the abandoned vehicle interferes 

physically with the conduct of normal business operations of the person who owns or controls the 

private property or poses a threat to the safety or security of persons or property, or both.” 
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